
 
 

MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING 
held at Tetbury Library, Close Gardens, Tetbury 

7pm Monday 15th June 2026 
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Present: 
Town Councillors: Ian Watson (Mayor) Zowie Baker (Deputy Mayor), Mark Baker, Nikki Ind, Suzanne 
Sanderson, Rodney Smith, Adam Thilthorpe and Judith Taylor. 
Officers: T Niblett (CEO (Chief Executive Officer)) V Bolwell (EO (Executive Officer))  
Public: Two – District Cllr Laura Hall-Wilson 
 
TC01. 06/26 To co-opt new Councillor: 
It was proposed by Councillor Ian Watson seconded by Councillor Nikki Ind to co-opt David 
Alexander. 
 
Voting record  For 7  Against 0 Abstain 0 Absent 5  
 
David Alexander was unanimously co‑opted as a Tetbury Town Councillor.  
 
TC02. 06/26 To receive and accept any apologies for absence: 
Liz Farnham – apologies received – holiday  
Alison Figueredo – no apologies received  
Patrica Burrell - apologies received – family  
Kevin Painter - apologies received – conference  
Steve Scott - apologies received – personal  
 
 
TC03.06/26 To receive declarations of interest in connection with agenda items as shown and not 
already stated on Register of Interests: None. 
 
TC04. 06/26 Public Consultation: 
Cllr Laura Hall- Wilson – asked whether Tetbury Town Council could pursue contact with the 
Highways Department regarding the excessive use of temporary traffic lights within the town.  
 
Also raised concerns about the closure of the Coventry Building Society branch and the importance 
of supporting access to local banking services through the provision of a Banking Hub. The Executive 
Officer advised that this matter had previously been considered by the Heritage, Environment and 
Community Committee, and that a survey of Tetbury had been undertaken by LINK at the time, 
which concluded that the town was not suitable for a Banking Hub. It was noted that this item is 
included on the agenda for further discussion. 
 
Member of public - A member of the public raised concerns regarding the ongoing burial issue, 
noting that Tetbury Town Council has no statutory responsibility to provide burial services. The 
individual expressed concern that the Council appears to be incurring increasing expenditure in 
relation to this matter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Page  2 
Full Council -Monday 15th June 2026 

 
 
TC05. 06/25 To receive an update from the Dolphins Recreation Centre regarding Project 1: 
The report recommended quarterly meetings with the Council to discuss business matters. It was 
proposed by Cllr Nikki Ind and seconded by Cllr Mark Baker to suspend Standing Orders so that Cllr 
Laura Hall-Wilson could speak. Cllr Hall-Wilson explained that, as District Councillor, she represents 
the governing body and would welcome being included in these meetings. It was agreed that the 
Mayor, the Chief Executive Officer, Cllr Nikki Ind and Cllr Laura Hall-Wilson would arrange a meeting 
with the Dolphin Hall Committee. 
 
TC06. 06/26 To approve the Annual Meeting of the Council minutes – Monday 18th May 2026: 
Cllr Mark Baker noted that the minutes were not a true reflection of the meeting and requested to 
review the recording. Following agreed amendments, it was proposed by Cllr Nikki Ind and seconded 
by Cllr Ian Watson that the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on Monday 18th May 
2026 be approved. 
 
Voting record  For 5  Against 1 Abstain 2 Absent 5  

 
TC07. 06/26 To note actions points: 
Noted. 
TC23. 07/25 Remove Terrorist Training – Could this also be checked for mandatory for councillors.  
TC08 03/26 Remove Unity Trust  
 
TC08. 06/26 To discuss and approve the fee proposal from CDS Group for the provision of 
professional services relating to cemetery planning and the preparation of an options appraisal: 
Following a lengthy discussion, it was acknowledged that Tetbury Town Council has no statutory 
duty to provide burial services; however, Members expressed the view that there is a moral 
obligation to do so. It was further noted that the process should be independent. It was proposed by 
Councillor Nikki Ind and seconded by Councillor Zowie Baker to approve the fee proposal from CDS 
Group for the provision of professional services relating to cemetery planning and the preparation of 
an options appraisal. 
 
Voting record  For 7  Against 0 Abstain 0 Absent 5  
 
TC09. 06/26 To discuss and support the Rail Lands Regeneration Trust grant application to the 
National Heritage Lottery Fund and letter license to alter:  The Council discussed the grant 
application for the café extension and expressed its support in principle. Discussion also took place 
regarding the Licence to Alter, with particular attention drawn to clause 3 and whether it may 
constitute a variation of the lease. It was agreed that the Chief Executive Officer would seek advice 
from the Council’s solicitor to ensure that the Council is appropriately protected. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Nikki Ind and seconded by Councillor Mark Baker to support the Rail 
Lands Regeneration Trust’s grant application to the National Heritage Lottery Fund, together with 
the associated RLRT-funded Licence to Alter, subject to satisfactory legal advice. 
 
Voting record  For 7  Against 0 Abstain 0 Absent 5  
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TC10. 06/26 To approve Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 for the Annual 
Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26: It was proposed by Councillor Rodney Smith 
seconded by Councillor Judith Taylor to approve Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 
for the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 
 
Voting record  For 7  Against 0 Abstain 1 Absent 5 
 
TC11. 06/26 To approve Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2025/26 for the Annual Governance 
and Accountability Return 2025/25: It was proposed by Councillor Suzanne Sanderson seconded by 
Councillor Judith Taylor to approve Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2025/26 for the Annual 
Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26. 
 
Voting record  For 7  Against 0 Abstain 1 Absent 5 
 
TC12. 06/26 To discuss producing a Town Council Survey: Members discussed the importance of 
undertaking a new town survey, noting that the last survey was conducted some time ago. It was 
agreed that gathering up-to-date residents’ views would be valuable in informing future council 
priorities. The Council will use its communication platforms to promote and encourage participation 
in the survey. Cllr Ian Watson suggested that all members should each identify and record three key 
improvements they would like to see in Tetbury as residents, to help inform survey themes and 
discussions. Agenda item July  
 
TC13. 06/26 To note the amended Suffolk Close Play Area design and start date for installation: 
Noted.  
 
TC14. 06/26 To discuss car parking issues within the town: Cllr Ian Watson suggested contacting 
Gloucestershire Highways to explore the possibility of funding a parking assessment. 
 
Cllr Nikki Ind noted that Cotswold District Council (CDC) had recently undertaken a parking survey, 
with three pages of information available on their website. 
 
Expressed ongoing concern regarding the closed highway adopted by Tetbury Town Council, 
particularly as the Town Council no longer holds a market licence and there are reports of traders 
and others using the space for parking. 
 
Cllr Ind suggested that Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) monies could be used to better highlight 
the availability of parking at Hampton Street. 
 
Cllr Watson requested that Cllr Ind prepare and present a motion on this matter for the next 
meeting. 
 
Cllr Watson also indicated his intention to write to Mark Harris to petition for improved parking 
provision for Tetbury Town Council. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Zowie Baker, seconded by Cllr Judith Taylor, and resolved to approve a letter 
to be sent to Mark Harris at CDC petitioning for support regarding parking. 
 
Voting record  For 7  Against 0 Abstain 1 Absent 5 
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TC15. 06/26 To discuss and approve amended Remit of Committees: It was proposed by Councillor 
Zowie Baker seconded by Councillor Judith Taylor to approve amended Remit of Committees. 
 
Voting record  For 7  Against 0 Abstain 1 Absent 5 
 
 Cllr Mark Baker left the meeting 2020 
 
TC16. 06/26 To discuss business plan: Councillor Judith Taylor is meeting with the CEO and EO to 
discuss the business plan.   
 
TC17. 06/26 To discuss and approve writing to Coventry Building Society regarding the closure of 
the Tetbury branch: It was proposed by Councillor Judith Taylor seconded by Councillor Suzanne 
Sanderson to approve writing to Coventry Building Society regarding the closure of the Tetbury 
branch. 
 
Voting record  For 7  Against 0 Abstain 1 Absent 5 
 
TC18. 06/26 To discuss grant funding received by the Police Museum Curator: 
Members expressed concern that due process may not have been followed in relation to the Police 
Museum grant application. 
 
It was agreed that this item be deferred to the July meeting. A request has been made to review the 
grant application, including clarification as to whether it was submitted in the name of Tetbury Town 
Council. 
 
This matter will be discussed in confidential session at the July meeting under staffing matters. 
 
TC19. 06/26 To approve the Town Council Climate Change Actions and Community Energy 
Strategy: It was proposed by Councillor Adam Thilthorpe seconded by Councillor Rodney Smith to 
approve the Town Council Climate Change Actions and Community Energy Strategy. 
 
TC20. 06/26 To note Mayors and CEO reports: 
Noted. 
Councillor Judith Taylor thanked the CEO for such an in-depth report. 
 
TC21. 06/26 Noting draft minutes of Heritage Environment and Community Committee dated 
Monday 1st June 2026: Noted. 
 
TC22. 06/26 Noting draft minutes of Finance & Scrutiny Committee dated Monday 8th June 2026: 
Noted. 
 
TC23. 06/26 Noting draft minutes of Planning Committee dated Monday 27th April 2026: Noted.  
 
TC24. 06/26 To note Working Group minutes: No meetings held. 
 
TC25. 06/26 To receive County Councillor Report: Noted. 
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TC26. 06/25 To receive District Councillor Reports: Noted. 
Cllr Nikki Ind reported that they had met with the Highways Manager regarding the white lines on 
Cirencester Road and recent incidents in that area. Cllr Ind informed the Committee that new 
signage and white line markings will be installed over the coming months. 
 
Requested that the Tetbury Area Youth and Community Consultation be shared. 
Cllr Ind also highlighted concerns regarding protected trees along the Tesco pedestrian path from 
Northfield, noting that the condition of one tree is poor and may present a risk to the public. The 
matter has been raised with the supermarket via email. 
 
TC27. 06/26 To consider correspondence received to date: 
Gloucestershire Association Local Councils – Please let the CEO know if there are motions you wish 
to be put forward at the at GALC Annual General Meeting.  
20 is plenty – Tetbury have not been successful in the priority phase.  
Goods Shed – Following a meeting the Goods Shed would like to make themselves available for 
some of the future meetings.  
Junior Park Run – Suggested the organiser applies for a grant from heritage, Environment and 
Community Committee,  
 
TC28. 06/26 To receive Members Reports: 
Cllr David Alexander queried the recording of the meeting, advising that he had not been aware this 
was taking place. 
 
It was agreed that the recording of this meeting will be deleted. It was noted that the purpose and 
protocol for recording meetings will be clearly explained to the new Councillor, as this had not been 
done at the start of the meeting. 
 
TC29 06/26 Items for inclusion on the July Agenda: 
Car Parking  
Staffing matters  
Dolphins Hall meeting  
Railands – Legal process 
 
TC30 06/26 To note the dates and time of the next meeting – Monday 21st July 2025, Tetbury 
Library, Close Gardens. 
Noted. 
 
 

         Meeting ended 2120 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chair …………………………………………………………………………   Dated ………………………………………………… 


