
  

Tara Niblett - Chief Executive Officer    
The Old Courthouse, 63 Long Street, Tetbury, Glos GL8 8AA 

ceo@tetbury.gov.uk Tel: 01666 504670 Office open to the public 9.30am – 2.30pm Monday to Friday 

Website: Tetbury.gov.uk @TetburyTC 

 

To all Members of the Council                                                                         
(Councillors: Steve Scott (Mayor), Mark Baker (Deputy Mayor), Zowie Baker, Patricia Burrell, Liz Farnham, Alison 
Figueiredo, Nikki Ind, Xam Macutay-Malloch, Kevin Painter, Colin Pearce, Susanne Sanderson, Rodney Smith, Judith 
Taylor, Ian Watson, Adam Thilthorpe 
                                                                         
You are summoned to attend the Meeting of the Council on Monday 17th November 2025 at 7pm for the transaction of the 
following business.  The meeting will be held at Tetbury Library, Close Gardens, Tetbury, Glos.  All members of the public 
and press are welcome.  

 

 
 Chief Executive Officer 

10th November 2025 
1. To receive and accept any apologies for absence 

2. To receive declarations of interest in connection with agenda items as shown and not already stated on Register 
of Interests 

3. Public Consultation 
The Council allows fifteen minutes for public questions or statements.  Each person speaking is to state their 
name and will be allowed a maximum of three minutes. Questions may be answered briefly but not debated. 
Issues may be referred to a later meeting of the Council or a Committee for response if deemed necessary. 

4. To receive an update from the Dolphins Recreation Centre regarding Project 1 (5.1) 

5. To approve the Full Council minutes ς Monday 20th October 2025 

6. To note action points 

7. To discuss burial CDS Group Cemetery Feasibility and Site Search Report and approve next steps 

8. To receive an update on the 2026/2027 budget (0.2) 

9. To approve recommendation from the Heritage, Environment and Community Committee to utilize £20,000 of 
CIL money for the Suffolk Close Play Park rejuvenation  

10. To receive a review on the Visitor Information Centre moving to the Town Council Offices 

11. ¢ƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜ ¢ŜǘōǳǊȅ ¢ƻǿƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ DƭƻǳŎŜǎǘŜǊǎƘƛǊŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ά{ǘǊŜŜǘ ²ƻǊƪǎ ²ŀǊŘŜƴέ 
scheme and nominate participants  

12. To receive an update from CEO and EO regarding Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) National Conference 

13. To discuss and approve updates on Business Plan Sections 2 and 3 

14. To receive an update from Local Plan Working Group 

15. To note Mayors and CEO reports 

16. Noting draft minutes of Heritage Environment and Community Committee dated Monday 3rd November 2025 

17. Noting draft minutes of Planning Committee dated 20th October 2025 

18. Noting draft minutes of Finance & Scrutiny Committee dated Monday 10th November 2025 

19. To note Working Group minutes 

20. To receive County Councillor Report 

21. To receive District Councillor Reports 

22. To consider correspondence received to date  

23. To receive Members Reports 

24. Items for inclusion on the December Agenda 

25. To note the dates and time of the Full Council meeting, Monday 15th December 2025, 7pm  

26. CLOSED SESSION ς Resolution to exclude the public and press 

27. To approve the Confidential minutes ς Monday 20th October 2025 

28. To approve Grounds team extending Summer hours to the end of October 
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the above matters in the exercise of any of its functions: Equality and Diversity, Crime & Disorder, 
Health & Safety and Human Rights.  Members are also reminded that they are required to comply with the ethical stŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ƭŀƛŘ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ ΨNolanΩ principles of public 
life in their conduct within Council meetings and at all times when acting as a Councillor. 

mailto:ceo@tetbury.gov.uk


 

 
MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING 

held at Tetbury Library, Close Gardens, Tetbury 
7pm Monday 20th October 2025 
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Present: 
Town Councillors: Steve Scott (Mayor) Mark Baker (Deputy Mayor), Ian Watson, Kevin Painter, Nikki 
Ind, Patricia Burrell, Colin Pearce, Liz Farnham, Zowie Baker, Xam Macutay-Malloch, Rodney Smith 
and Judith Taylor. 
Officers: T Niblett (CEO (Chief Executive Officer)) V Bolwell (EO (Executive Officer))  
Public: 7 members of public  
 
TC01. 10/25 To receive and accept any apologies for absence: 
Councillor A Figueredo - received and accepted. 
Councillor S Sanderson – family commitment - received and accepted. 
 
TC02. 10/25 To receive declarations of interest in connection with agenda items as shown and not 
already stated on Register of Interests: None.  
 
TC03. 10/25 Public Consultation: 
Member of public (MOP) introduced the council to a nearly registered company ‘Sustain Cotswold’ 
Community Interest Company (CIC). Its purpose is to provide income generating projects In Tetbury, 
profits that can be reinvested locally. The first project will be commercial logistics and aims towards 
net zero energy waste collection. Encouraged Tetbury Town Council to support this project. 
 
Representative from Feoffees of Tetbury has raised concerns regarding flooding at Millennium 
Green Pond, which they attribute to increased silt build-up following significant housing 
development in the area. A site visit was recently conducted by the CEO, Executive Officer, and ward 
District Councillor N Ind to assess the situation.  During the visit, it was noted that a pipe installed by 
Wessex Water beneath Wiltshire Bridge has restricted the natural flow of water.  
 
Additionally, the splash area has become heavily overgrown and requires dredging along its entire 
length. Tetbury Town Council has already commenced work on the first section of this by cutting 
back. 
 
The organisation also highlighted the absence of silt traps, which were previously promised by 
Gloucestershire Highways but have not yet been installed. Following an independent assessment, 
the organisation has warned of a heightened risk of future flooding if remedial action is not taken. 
 
Despite contacting Wessex Water and Gloucestershire Highways, both agencies have declined 
responsibility, referring the matter to the Environment Agency. 
 
The organisation has formally requested support from Tetbury Town Council. Members have agreed 
to continue working in partnership to address the issue collaboratively. 
 
A representative from Tetbury Area Youth and Community Trust (TAYCT) attended the meeting to 
provide an overview of the services delivered with the support of Tetbury Town Council. 
TAYCT is responsible for delivering all youth services in the area, including the Friendship Café, and 
has several new projects currently in development. The representative also addressed the existing 
Service Level Agreement (SLA), highlighting that the three-year agreement enables strategic 
planning and helps secure additional funding. 
TAYCT expressed their gratitude to Tetbury Town Council for its foundational and ongoing support. 
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TC04. 10/25 To receive an update from the Dolphins Recreation Centre (DRC) regarding Project 1 
(5.1): A representative provided members with an update on the Community Hall project. Building 
Control has identified additional requirements, including ongoing painting and fireproofing works. 
 
Cllr N. Ind expressed appreciation for the community’s involvement in the project and suggested 
that the booking system should be updated to reflect the new hall facilities. 
 
Cllr C. Pearce raised a query regarding the installation of the showers, which were part of Phase One 
and had been scheduled for completion in June. 
 
Cllr I Watson asked if it would be possible to see the Building inspectors report.  
 
The CEO recommended that a formal letter be sent to request clarification and updates on all 
outstanding issues. 
 
TC05. 10/25 To approve the Full Council minutes – Monday 15th September 2025: After 
amendments it was proposed by Cllr C Pearce seconded by Cllr J Taylor to approve the Full Council 
minutes – Monday 15th September 2025. 
 

Voting record                For 9                           Against 0                       Abstain 3                  Absent 2  

 
TC06. 10/25 To note action points: 
Noted.  
Remove TC11 09/25 Governance Review 
  TC15 09/25 Good Shed Letter  
 
TC07. 10/25 To discuss concerns raised with the Service Level Agreement (SLA) with Tetbury Area 
Youth and Community Trust: Cllr C. Pearce raised concerns regarding the absence of a formal 
Service Level Agreement (SLA) policy and the potential impact on the council’s budget. He 
emphasised that due process should have been followed in establishing the SLA and expressed 
concern that it has been in place for some time without reference to relevant legislation or a formal 
policy framework. 
 
In response, the CEO clarified that a specific policy is not required for the implementation of an SLA. 
The process followed included group reports and committee approvals, ensuring appropriate 
oversight and governance. 
 
Cllr M Baker requested that it be formally minuted that he found it unpalatable to invite Tetbury 
Area Youth and Community Trust (TAYCT) to the meeting solely to provide an overview of their 
services. He emphasised that TAYCT delivers an outstanding service to the community and should be 
recognised and supported accordingly. 
 
Cllr J. Taylor expressed appreciation for the valuable work carried out by Tetbury Area Youth and 
Community Trust (TAYCT), thanking the team for their continued efforts in supporting the 
community. 
 
Cllr P. Burrell also commended the agenda item, noting how informative the report was, and 
extended thanks to the CEO for their contribution. 
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TC08. 10/25 To note Quarter 2 2025/2026 budget (0.2): 
The CEO addressed questions raised at the previous Finance and Scrutiny Committee meeting 
regarding the insurance budget line, which appeared to be over budget. It was clarified that the 
variance is due to the inclusion of premiums for the Goods Shed, which are reimbursed, thereby 
balancing the overall cost. 
 
TC09. 10/25 To approve the grant policy as recommended by the Finance & Scrutiny Committee: 
It was proposed by Cllr P Burrell seconded by Cllr M Baker to approve the grant policy as 
recommended by the Finance & Scrutiny Committee. 
 

Voting record                For 12                           Against 0                       Abstain 0                  Absent 2  

 
 
TC10. 10/25 To discuss updates on Business Plan: 
Cllr J. Taylor led a discussion focused on updating council priorities. Key points included: 

• Annual Asset Register Review: To be added as a standing agenda item, with updates 
brought forward if changes occur throughout the year. 

• S106/CIL Policies: Review and development of policies to ensure effective use of developer 
contributions. 

• Communications: Improvements suggested for police report sharing and the introduction of 
welcome leaflets for new residents. 

• Climate Training: Proposal to explore opportunities for sharing climate-related training with 
other organisations to promote wider engagement and learning. 

The next review will focus on Sections 2 and 3 of the strategic frameworks. 
 
Cllr I Watson thanked Cllr J Taylor for her leadership and contributions to the discussion. In response, 
Cllr J Taylor expressed appreciation and noted that credit should also be given to Cllr L Farnham, 
who was the original author of the business plan and played a key role in its development. 

TC11. 10/25 To discuss budget 2026/2027: 
The CEO informed members that the council is currently awaiting the updated tax base figures from 
Cotswold District Council (CDC), which have been delayed until November. 
 
Members discussed the potential purchase of a ground’s maintenance vehicle outright, noting that 
this would significantly impact the budget and should be carefully considered. 
The CEO also reported an ongoing dispute regarding the telephone contract, which is being actively 
addressed. 
 
It was noted that costs for office supplies and health and safety contracts have increased. Members 
acknowledged that as an event-focused council, the planning and delivery of events are becoming 
more complex and costly, particularly in relation to health and safety requirements. 
 
Public consultation on the budget and precept will be scheduled for January, with the timing 
selected by the CEO to meet CDC deadlines and ensure adequate resident input. The consultation 
will be advertised via local newspapers and the Tetbury Advertiser. 
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Cllr K. Painter raised concerns about the proposed precept increase, expressing a preference for 
maintaining a 0% rise. In response, Cllr S. Scott advised that this would not be best practice, as it 
could place the council in a financially vulnerable position similar to the post-COVID period. He 
recommended small, consistent increases to support reserve building and long-term financial 
stability. 
 
Cllr L. Farnham requested that a recorded minute be included to reflect that Tetbury Town Council 
was prepared to begin setting the 2026/27 budget. However, due to time constraints imposed by 
central government, the process could not commence as planned. 
 
TC12. 10/25 To receive an update from Local Plan Working Group: 
Members were informed that the first meeting regarding the district housing and infrastructure 
plans has been scheduled. Due to a tight timeline for response, all councillors and residents are 
strongly encouraged to review the proposals and submit their feedback. 
 
TC13. 10/25 To approve the recommendation from the Finance & Scrutiny Committee the working 
group remit for the Devolution Working Group: It was proposed by Cllr M Baker seconded by Cllr P 
Burrell to approve the recommendation from the Finance & Scrutiny Committee the working group 
remit for the Devolution Working Group 
 

Voting record                For 11                           Against 0                       Abstain 1                  Absent 2  

 
TC14. 10/25 To approve S137 payment to the Royal British Legion: 
Tetbury Town Council has adopted the General Power of Competence under the Localism Act 2011; 
it can make payments to bodies like the RBL provided the expenditure is not prohibited by other 
legislation and aligns with the council’s lawful aims. 
 
It was resolved to approve the Royal British Legion payment.  
 
If Tetbury Town Council did not have a specific statutory power to make the payment, it may use 
Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, which allows councils to incur expenditure that 
brings direct benefit to the area or its inhabitants, provided the benefit is commensurate with the 
cost. Payments to the Royal British Legion for items like: 

 

• Poppy wreaths 

• Remembrance services are commonly made under this provision. 
 

The council may use S137 to approve expenditure on poppy wreaths for Remembrance Day 
commemorations where this is judged to benefit the local community. 
 
TC15. 10/25 To approve recommendation from the Heritage, Environment and Community 
Committee for the installation of speed watch cameras in various locations around Tetbury and to 
purchase two of the speed watch cameras (£600 each) and annual maintenance fees £160 from 
Project budget line 4470:  
 
Cllr Z Baker, Chair of the Heritage, Environment and Community Committee, noted that during 
discussions at the HEC meeting, it was agreed that advice will be sought from Gloucestershire 
Constabulary regarding the positioning of the cameras. 
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Cllr L Farnham raised concerns regarding the maintenance and management of data, specifically in 
relation to GDPR compliance. 
 
Cllr M Baker responded, highlighting that the proposed data collection process mirrors current 
procedures, with data continuing to be sent to the police. He added that the proposed system would 
be far more user-friendly for Community Speed Watch volunteers, who are often subjected to foul 
language and inappropriate gestures. 
 
Cllr N Ind noted that in one of her parishes, a member of the community is responsible for collecting 
this data and the scheme has been successful. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr M Baker seconded by Cllr Z Baker to approve recommendation from the 
Heritage, Environment and Community Committee for the installation of speed watch cameras in 
various locations around Tetbury and to purchase two of the speed watch cameras (£600 each) and 
annual maintenance fees £160 from Project budget line 4470 
 

Voting record                For 11                           Against 1                       Abstain 0                  Absent 2  

 
TC16. 10/25 To approve recommendation from the Heritage, Environment and Community 
Committee to support a series of actions aimed at improving parking availability for 
residents/businesses/visitors in Tetbury: It was proposed by Cllr I Watson seconded by Cllr K 
Painter to approve recommendation from the Heritage, Environment and Community Committee to 
support a series of actions aimed at improving parking availability for residents/businesses/visitors in 
Tetbury. 
 

Voting record                For 12                           Against 0                       Abstain 0                  Absent 2 

 
TC17. 10/25 To note Police Report: 
Cllr I Watson noted that crime rates in Tetbury were significantly below national and regional 
average. 
 
TC18. 10/25 To note Mayor and CEO report: 
Noted. 
 
TC19. 10/25 Noting draft minutes of Heritage Environment and Community Committee dated 

Monday 6th October 2025: Noted. 

TC20. 10/25 Noting draft minutes of Planning Committee dated 15th September 2025: Noted. 
 
TC21. 10/25 Noting draft minutes of Finance & Scrutiny Committee dated Monday 13th October 
2025: Noted.  
 
TC22. 10/25 To note Working Group minutes: Noted. 
 
TC23. 10/25 To receive County Councillor Report: Noted. Local Government Reorganisation 
consultations ongoing; all encouraged to participate.  
 
TC24. 10/25 To receive District Councillor Reports: Noted. 
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TC25. 10/25 To consider correspondence received to date: 
Rival event postponed. 
 
TC26. 10/25 To receive Members Reports: 
Cllr S Scott – Mayor visited SWR, engaged with student council.  
Cllr M Baker – Deputy Mayor attended a presentation at Westonbirt School, which offered an 
excellent overview of the school's history. The event was well received and highlighted the rich 
heritage of the institution. 
Cllr K Painter – A query was raised regarding the absence of council advertising for local election 
hustings. The CEO clarified that the organisation and promotion of hustings is not the responsibility 
of the council. 
Cllr R Smith – expressed serious concern regarding the condition and safety of the footpath along 
Cirencester Road. Cllr Smith highlighted that this issue has been raised repeatedly over the past 
three years, yet no visible progress has been made. 
 
District councillors assured Cllr Smith that the matter is currently being addressed, with a meeting 
held the day prior to discuss potential solutions. 
 
TC27. 10/25 Items for inclusion on the November Agenda: 
Budget 
Business Plan (sections 2 and 3) 
Local Plan response recommendation  
Burial research update  
Recreation Land documents  
 
TC28. 09/25 To note the dates and time of the Full Council meeting, Monday 17th November 2025, 
7pm: Noted. 

8.35pm  
 
TC29. 10/25 CLOSED SESSION – Resolution to exclude the Public and Press: 
It was proposed by Cllr N Ind, seconded Cllr M Baker that under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies 

(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the Public and Press be excluded from the Meeting for the 

following items of business on the grounds they involved the likely disclosure of confidential 

information (as defined in paragraphs (1) and (2) of Part I of Schedule 12A to Section 100A(4) of the 

Local Government Act 1972 [Information relating to an individual and Information relating to the 

financial or business affairs of any particular person]), and that the public interest in maintaining the 

exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information concerned. 

TC30. 10/25 To approve eligibility for new members to join the LGPS – Gloucestershire Pension 

Fund: It was proposed by Cllr L Farnham seconded by Cllr Z Baker to approve that any new 

employees who join Tetbury Town Council and are within a senior leadership team position which is 

currently CEO and EO will be eligible to join the LGPS. 

 

Voting record                For 12                           Against 0                       Abstain 0                  Absent 2  

 
 
 

         Meeting ended 8.50pm  
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Chair …………………………………………………………………………   Dated ………………………………………………… 



Report to Full Council 
Monday 17th November 2025 
Agenda Item 06. Action Points from previous meetings 
 

   
 

1. Purpose of Report 

To note the actions taken on previous decisions of the Committee. 

Ref  ACTION WHO STATUS 

TC11. 01/25 
TC19. 07/25 

Business Plan 
All agenda items to have relevant 
business plan reference number.  Cllr J 
Taylor to circulate summary table of 
business plan, items and 
responsibilities 

Cllr J Taylor Agenda item 12 

TC14. 01/25 Staff Working Group CEO Updated job descriptions 

and responsibilities have 

been deferred to January 

F&S meeting.   

TC09. 07/25 Burial Site Searches EO Agenda item 07. 

TC13. 07/25 Local Government Reorganisation CEO/EO Meeting to be held with a 

representative from 

Malmesbury Town 

Council to discuss their 

transition when Wiltshire 

Council changed.   

TC14. 07/25 Work in collaboration with the 
Feoffees to write to water organisation 
to request silt chambers 

CEO Glos Highways have 

visited the site; they will 

carry out a CCTV survey 

and jet through the 

system to establish if 

there are any other 

connections into GCC 

Highways system.  This 

will be completed within 

the financial year if 

budgets allow. 

TC23. 07/25 Request all Councillors and staff carry 
out Anti-terrorism awareness training 

CEO EO sent link again to all 

Councillors. 

 CEO sent email to all 

Councillors 30.10.25 

requesting this is 

completed by 17.11.25.  

Thank you to Councillors 

and staff who have 



   
 

already completed this 

training. 

 

TC13. 09/25 Consider and approve nominations for 
Local Green Spaces (LGS) within 
Tetbury 

CEO Contacted the Feoffees 

who have requested that 

Preston Park, Berkely 

Wood, The Knapp and 

Cutwell be included in our 

requests.   

Mr Will Cook has kindly 

assisted CEO with these 

areas, and the 

nominations have been 

forwarded to CDC. 

TC26. 09/25 Letter to be sent to Bromford 
regarding lighting concerns at Brewery 
Lane/Warns Court 

CEO District Cllr Hall-Wilson 

received notification that 

this work would be 

completed 27.10.25. 

Bromford advised that a 

new power supply needs 

to be installed, contractor 

will inform District Cllr 

Hall-Wilson when this will 

be completed. 

TC04. 10/25 Write a letter to the Dolphins Hall 
requested clarification and updates on 
all outstanding issues 

CEO Email sent to Trustee and 

Chair of Dolphins Hall 

requesting an update 

21.10.25.   

 





FULL COUNCIL – Monday 17th November 2025 
Agenda 08. Budget 2026/2027 

Budget questions received by Councillors 

• The assumption underpinning next year's pay award, which is set nationally and 
is non-discretionary.  Please note that there is a discrepancy between the 
increase used for office staff (4%), grounds maintenance staff (5.7%), VIC staff 
(3.5%), and the curator’s honorarium (21.1%).   

Staff received a 3.2% increase across the board.  The increases are set at a national level. 

An overview of significant new commitments made in year and forecast new 
requirements, such as an on-going appointment of marshals for the Christmas Switch-
on event, maintenance of speed cameras, and GDPR advice and guidance. 
 
Christmas budget - due to new legislation extra provision is needed.  

 

Data protection – currently one-off fee of £1997, although this can be renewed yearly – TTC must 

comply with Assertion 10 rules which come into effect for the AGAR 2025/2026.  
 

• Areas of significant increase, such as the H&S risk assessment contract and 
office supplies 

 
Option 1 

• Review and update health and safety policy annually 

• Risk assessment updates for 
o Job functions  
o Town council office and yard 

• Coshh risk assessments for substances used in the work process and areas 

• Manual handling assessments for areas such as vehicle loading 

• DSE assessments using Cardinus online tool for training and assessment, plus support on 
set up issues or changes. Three licences 

• Fire risk assessment for offices (excludes flat but please note if the council are the landlord 
they will also have those duties as well) 

• Review training and competency matrix and assist with right level of training required 
(courses carry additional cost) 
  

Total cost per month is £235 plus VAT 12-month minimum contract  

Option 2  

• Event risk management safety plan 
o Attendance at up to six preparation meeting per year 

• Preparation of risk assessments for up to 4 events per annual 
  

Total cost per month is £250 plus VAT minimum 12-month contract 



FULL COUNCIL – Monday 17th November 2025 
Agenda 08. Budget 2026/2027 

Option 3 or we could price individually in place of option 2 at £950 per event  

Option 4 includes option 1 and 2 at a reduced price of £460 plus VAT per month 12 months 

minimum contract. 

Office supplies – 2024/2025 the actual budget costs £3,836.02, this includes Hire of St Marys - 

£952, Photocopier rental/copies £372.75, Shredding Services £453.74.   
 

• Key areas of discretionary spend.  For example, project spend, 'Christmas', 
burials and even legal fees 

 

Currently there is no spending on burials, we only receive income 

Projects – the proposed budget for 2026/2027 has reduced from 2025/26  

Legal Fees – budgeted same as 2025/2026 – although this may have to be increased 

significantly depending on agenda item 7 outcome. 

 

Thank you for correcting the labelling of the Police museum budget line from 'staff 
costs' to 'honorarium' because we were at risk of the curator claiming that she was a 
member of staff based on 'custom and practice' and therefore entitled to employment 
rights.  

For reference, the Consumer Price Index (including housing) stood at 4.1%, up to 
September 2025 but released on 22 October.  The Retail Price Index for all items was 
4.5%.  The estimated Precept increase is currently forecast to be 8.3%. 

The precept rise has never been linked to the Consumer Price Index or Retail Price Index. 

 

Recommendation to set the precept in line with the budget request, thereby having a balanced 

budget.  Within our Financial Reserves Policy general reserves held by TTC should not be allowed 

to decrease to a figure less than 15% of routine budget expenditure.   

General Reserve is not allowed to exceed 25% of routine budget expenditure.    

If we keep utilising general reserves, we will find ourselves in the same position as we were pre-

COVID. 

 

 



Tetbury Town Council Budget 2026/27 - Summary
26-27 25-26 Difference %

Income £532,796 £491,599 £41,198 8.4

Expenses
General Running Costs £241,990 £232,600 £9,390 4.0
Building Costs £9,000 £8,487 £513 6.0
Town Maintenance Costs £174,334 £158,999 £15,335 9.6
F&S Budget £2,500 £2,500 £0 0.0
H.E.C Budget £52,315 £54,815 -£2,500 -4.6
Borrowing £19,639 £19,639 £0 0.0
VIC Budget £25,604 £26,652 -£1,048 -3.9
Police Museum Budget £9,200 £7,950 £1,250 15.7

Total £534,582 £511,642 £22,940 4.5

Budget Surplus / Deficit -£1,785 -£20,043 £18,258 -91.1
2025/26 Reserves £28,014
Estimated Reserves at end of 24/25 £26,229
Contingency % 4.91

This summary is based on an increase in the precept of: 8.30%
This would mean a change of cost to a band D home of: £14.61 Per Year



Income 

26-27 24-25 Difference %
Precept
No Of Paying Homes 2,753.8 2,753.8
Precept (D) £190.61 £176.00 £14.61 8.3
Total Precept £524,896 £484,669 £40,228 8.3

Other Income
Rent  from Flat £6,900 £6,930 -£30 -0.4
Office Rental £1,000 £0 £1,000
Total Other Income £7,900 £6,930 £970 14.0

Total £532,796 £491,599 £42,168 8.6



General Running 

26-27 25-26 Difference %

Office Staff Costs 127,579 135,400 -7,821 4% increase
Staff Pensions 18,741 18,500 241 1
Staff Expenses 1,000 1,000 0 0
Training Costs 6,000 6,000 0 0
Telephone 4,750 2,350 2,400 102
Utilities 7,500 7,500 0 0
Insurance 7,000 7,000 0 0
Office Supplies 5,000 1,750 3,250 186
Subscriptions 3,200 3,200 0 0
Internal Audit Fees 5,000 5,000 0 0
Legal Fees 5,000 5,000 0 0
IT 15,000 15,000 0 0
CIVIC Expenses 800 800 0 0
Election Costs 25,000 19,200 5,800 0
Publicity 3,500 2,000 1,500 75
Members Expenses 1,000 1,000 0 0
Power of General Competence 400 400 0 0
Petty Cash 0 0 0 0
Heath and Safety Contract 5,520 1,500 4,020 268

Budget Impact 241,990 232,600 9,390 4



Building Costs 

26-27 25-26 Difference %

Building Repairs & Maintenance £0 £0 £0
Council Tax and Business Rates £9,000 £8,487 £513 3.0

Budget Impact £9,000 £8,487 £513 6.0



Town Maintenance 

26-27 25-26 Difference %

Income
Town Centre Grant (S106) 3000 3000 £0 0.0
Total Income 3000 3000 £0 0.0

Expenses
Maintenance Staff Costs £123,285 £117,000 £6,285 5.4
Staff Pensions £18,469 £18,400 £69 0.4
Staff Expenses £1,500 £1,500 £0
Vehicle Payments & Repairs £3,520 £3,520 £0 0.0
Vehicle Tax and Insurance £1,100 £1,100 £0 0.0
Equipment & Repairs £3,500 £3,500 £0 0.0
Training £500 £500 £0 0.0
Fuel £2,000 £2,000 £0 0.0
Planting £1,900 £1,819 £81 4.5
Tree Maintenance £10,000 £10,000 £0 0.0
Clothing £660 £660 £0 0.0
Playground Inspection and Repair £2,000 £2,000 £0 0.0
Van £8,300 £0 £8,300
Staff Mobile Phones £600 £0 £600

Total Expenses £177,334 £161,999 £15,335 9.5
Budget Impact £174,334 £158,999 £15,335 9.6

Van - £3,500 Deposit monthly costs £400 over 60 months



F&S

26-27 25-26 Difference %

Small Grants £0 £0 £0
Dolphins Hall £2,500 £2,500 £0 0.0
Total £2,500 £2,500 £0 0.0



Heritage Environment & Community 

26-27 25-26 Difference %

Income
Allotment Grant (S106) 2,500 2,500 0 0
Open Spaces 700 700 0 0
Total 3,200 3,200 0 0

Expenses
Youth Services £29,600 £29,600 £0
Defibrilators £0 £0 £0 0.0
Emergency Fund £600 £600 £0 0.0
Holiday Youth Provision £2,500 £5,000 -£2,500 0.0
Organisation Grants £3,000 £7,500 -£4,500 -60.0
Christmas 6,000 1,000 5,000 500
Open Spaces 6,050 6,050 0 0
Allotments 2,500 2,500 0 0
Awards 500 500 0 0
St Saviours Water £115 £115 £0 0.0
Projects £1,500 £4,500 -£3,000
Town Crier £650 £650 £0 0.0
New Bunting £1,500 £0 £1,500
Bunting Installation £1,000 £0 £1,000

Total £55,515 £58,015 -£2,500 -4.3
Budget Impact £52,315 £54,815 -£2,500 -4.6



Borrowing

26-27 25-26 Difference %

PWLB Repayments (Goods Shed) £19,639 £19,639 £0 0

Budget Impact £19,639 £19,639 £0



VIC

26-27 25-26 Difference % Notes

Income 
Trading Income 6,000 5,000 1,000 20.0
Totals 6,000 5,000 1,000 20.0

Expenditure
Staff Costs 24,954 24,100 854 3.5
Insurance 0 132 -132 -100.0
Stock 5,400 5,570 -170 -3.1
IT 1,000 1,000 0 0.0
Card Processing Costs 250 500 -250 -50.0
Stationery 0 350 -350 -100.0

Total Expenditure 31,604 31,652 -48 -0.2
Budget Impact 25,604 26,652 -1,048 -3.9



Police Museum

26-27 25-26 Difference %

Income 
Donations 1,000 700 300
Grants 500 500 0
Other 500 500 0
Totals 2,000 1,700 300

Expenditure
Collections Care / Packaging 1,000 1,000 0 0.0
Misc Expenses 100 300 -200 -66.7
Insurance 750 750 0 0.0
Training 400 250 150 60.0
Publicity 800 850 -50 -5.9
Outreach / Education 500 0 500 0.0
Remedial Conservation 0 0 0 0.0
Shop 200 0 200 0.0
Memberships 200 250 -50 -20.0
Projects 1,500 1,500 0
Honorarium 5,750 4,750 1,000 21.1

Total Expenditure 11,200 9,650 1,550 16.1
Budget Impact 9,200 7,950 1,250 15.7

Honorarium costs to be approved by HEC



Reserves

Current Emergency Reserves 95,000
Actual % Emergency Reserves 18
Expected % Emergency Reserve 20

Estimated Free Reserves 04/2025 28,014

Proposed Reserve Transfers
Building Fund 0
Increase Emergency Reserves 0
Total Transfers 0

Excess Reserves Carried into 2026/27 28,014

Optional Reserves
Burial Fund 30,370
Shelter Funds 0 Went back into general reserves 2025/2026
Total Optional Reserves 30,370

Reserves Including Optional Reserves 58,384

Emergency Reserves for 2025/26 95,000



Committee and Date  Full Council  
17th November 2025 

Agenda Item  9 

Subject  HEC recommendation Request of £20,000 CIL funding for 
Suffolk Close Play Park Development 

Accountable Members  All 

Accountable Officer  Executive Officer  

Summery/Purpose  The purpose of this report is to seek approval from Full Council 
for the allocation of £20,000 from the Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) towards the development and 
enhancement of Suffolk Close Play Park. This funding will 
enable the transformation of an underutilised green space into 
a vibrant, accessible, and inclusive play area that meets the 
needs of local children, families, and the wider community. 
 
The proposed improvements are in direct response to feedback 
from residents, who have expressed a strong desire for 
upgraded play facilities and safer, more engaging recreational 
spaces. The project aims to provide modern, durable play 
equipment suitable for a range of ages and abilities, as well as 
landscaping and seating to encourage social interaction and 
outdoor activity. 
 
Investing in Suffolk Close Play Park will not only improve the 
quality of life for local families but also support the Council’s 
wider objectives around health and wellbeing, community 
cohesion, and sustainable development. The project aligns with 
the priorities set out in the Town Council’s strategic plan and 
demonstrates a commitment to using CIL funds to deliver 
tangible, lasting benefits for the community. 
 
Approval of this funding will allow the project to move forward 
to the next stage, including detailed design, procurement, and 
delivery, ensuring that Suffolk Close Play Park becomes a 
valued asset for current and future generations. 

Recommendations  To approve  

Financial Implications  The total project cost is estimated at £40,000. The requested 
£20,000 from CIL will contribute significantly to the delivery of 
new play equipment, safety surfacing, and landscaping. 
Additional funding will be sought from grants or local 
fundraising as required. 

Legal Legislation  CIL Regulations 2010, Reg. 59C 
Use CIL for playparks/infrastructure 

Climate Impact  Negative - Materials 
Use of plastic, steel, or rubber (esp. safety surfacing) has a high 
carbon footprint. 
Positive - Sustainable materials  
Use of recycled plastic, reduces embedded carbon and reliance 
on virgin materials. 

Report written by  EO 
 



Visit Tetbury – Six-month review of the Vistor Information Centre   

Executive Summary 

2025 has been a truly transformative year for Visit Tetbury. Despite national tourism challenges 

and shifting visitor trends, we have not only maintained Tetbury’s reputation as a welcoming 

destination but strengthened our role as a cornerstone of the local community. Our 

commitment to innovation and adaptability has ensured that the Visitor Information Centre 

(VIC) continues to thrive as a hub for both visitors and residents. 

One of the most significant milestones this year was the relocation to the historic Old Court 

House, a move that has elevated the VIC’s visibility and accessibility. This new location has 

created a warm, inviting space that reflects Tetbury’s heritage while offering modern 

conveniences. Since the relocation, we have seen a marked increase in engagement from local 

residents who now view the VIC as a trusted resource for advice, guidance, and community 

information. Whether seeking travel tips, event details, or local business recommendations, 

residents are using the centre more than ever before. 

This shift demonstrates that the VIC is no longer just a visitor service—it is a community anchor, 

fostering connections and supporting local economic growth. Our strength lies in this dual role: 

serving visitors while empowering residents. The VIC’s influence is growing stronger each 

month, underpinned by our expanding digital presence, successful collaborations with local 

businesses, and commitment to sustainability. 

As we look ahead to 2026, our focus will be on converting digital engagement into physical 

visits, enhancing our product offerings, and continuing to build partnerships that celebrate 

Tetbury’s unique character. This report provides a comprehensive overview of our 

achievements, regional context, and strategic priorities for the year ahead. 

Tetbury VIC Highlights 

 

• Over 3,000 visitors welcomed between April and September, reflecting continued interest in 

Tetbury. 

• Social media growth: Facebook (31.1k), Instagram (3,154k), X (1,704k). 

• Strong performance in Goods Shed ticket sales, indicating cultural engagement. 
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While overall footfall reflects broader tourism trends, Tetbury VIC welcomed over 3,000 visitors 

in its new premises between April and September. This demonstrates continued interest in our 

services and the enduring appeal of Tetbury as a destination. 

Supporting Local Economy 

Sales performance in 2025 reflects a strategic shift towards quality experiences and curated 

products. Goods Shed ticket sales grew significantly, highlighting demand for cultural events. VIC 

Goods remains a core offering, and we see opportunities to expand online sales and exclusive 

merchandise. 

 

Sales Comparisons 

 

Sales Performance 

Sales in 2025 reflect a strategic shift towards curated experiences and quality products. Whilst 

overall sales were lower than in 2024, Goods Shed ticket sales increased, and VIC Goods remain 

a core offering. 
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Digital Growth and Community Engagement 

Our social media platforms have seen consistent growth, positioning Visit Tetbury as a trusted 

source of inspiration for visitors. We will continue leveraging these channels for storytelling, 

event promotion, and partnerships with influencers. 

 

 

 

 

*No data received from website provider 12/11/2025 
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Strategic Importance of Visitor Information Centres 

Visitor Information Centres provide essential services, enhance visitor experience, and support 

local economies. They function as first points of contact, offer booking assistance, promote 

sustainability, and contribute to destination marketing. Tetbury VIC plays a vital role in achieving 

these objectives. 

 

Southwest England remains a strong tourism region, with evolving visitor expectations and 

increased demand for authentic experiences. Tetbury’s focus on heritage, culture, and 

community aligns with these trends, offering opportunities for growth in 2026. 

 

Looking Ahead to 2026 

Our priorities include: 

• Converting digital engagement into physical visits through targeted campaigns. 

• Expanding online sales and exclusive merchandise. 

• Strengthening partnerships with local businesses and attractions. 

• Promoting sustainable tourism practices. 
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Executive Summary 

2025 has been a truly transformative year for Visit Tetbury. Despite national tourism challenges 

and shifting visitor trends, we have not only maintained Tetbury’s reputation as a welcoming 

destination but strengthened our role as a cornerstone of the local community. Our 

commitment to innovation and adaptability has ensured that the Visitor Information Centre 

(VIC) continues to thrive as a hub for both visitors and residents. 

One of the most significant milestones this year was the relocation to the historic Old Court 

House, a move that has elevated the VIC’s visibility and accessibility. This new location has 

created a warm, inviting space that reflects Tetbury’s heritage while offering modern 

conveniences. Since the relocation, we have seen a marked increase in engagement from local 

residents who now view the VIC as a trusted resource for advice, guidance, and community 

information. Whether seeking travel tips, event details, or local business recommendations, 

residents are using the centre more than ever before. 

This shift demonstrates that the VIC is no longer just a visitor service—it is a community anchor, 

fostering connections and supporting local economic growth. Our strength lies in this dual role: 

serving visitors while empowering residents. The VIC’s influence is growing stronger each 

month, underpinned by our expanding digital presence, successful collaborations with local 

businesses, and commitment to sustainability. 

As we look ahead to 2026, our focus will be on converting digital engagement into physical 

visits, enhancing our product offerings, and continuing to build partnerships that celebrate 

Tetbury’s unique character. This report provides a comprehensive overview of our 

achievements, regional context, and strategic priorities for the year ahead. 

Tetbury VIC Highlights 

 

• Over 3,000 visitors welcomed between April and September, reflecting continued interest in 

Tetbury. 

• Social media growth: Facebook (31.1k), Instagram (3,154k), X (1,704k). 

• Strong performance in Goods Shed ticket sales, indicating cultural engagement. 
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While overall footfall reflects broader tourism trends, Tetbury VIC welcomed over 3,000 visitors 

in its new premise between April and September. This demonstrates continued interest in our 

services and the enduring appeal of Tetbury as a destination. 

Supporting Local Economy 

Sales performance in 2025 reflects a strategic shift towards quality experiences and curated 

products. Goods Shed ticket sales grew significantly, highlighting demand for cultural events. VIC 

Goods remains a core offering, and we see opportunities to expand online sales and exclusive 

merchandise. 

 

Sales Comparisons 

 

Sales Performance 

Sales in 2025 reflect a strategic shift towards curated experiences and quality products. Whilst 

overall sales were lower than in 2024, Goods Shed ticket sales increased, and VIC Goods remain 

a core offering. 
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Digital Growth and Community Engagement 

Our social media platforms have seen consistent growth, positioning Visit Tetbury as a trusted 

source of inspiration for visitors. We will continue leveraging these channels for storytelling, 

event promotion, and partnerships with influencers. 

 

 

 

 

*No data received from website provider 12/11/2025 



Visit Tetbury – Six-month review of the Vistor Information Centre   

Strategic Importance of Visitor Information Centres 

Visitor Information Centres provide essential services, enhance visitor experience, and support 

local economies. They function as first points of contact, offer booking assistance, promote 

sustainability, and contribute to destination marketing. Tetbury VIC plays a vital role in achieving 

these objectives. 

 

Southwest England remains a strong tourism region, with evolving visitor expectations and 

increased demand for authentic experiences. Tetbury’s focus on heritage, culture, and 

community aligns with these trends, offering opportunities for growth in 2026. 

 

Looking Ahead to 2026 

Our priorities include: 

• Converting digital engagement into physical visits through targeted campaigns. 

• Expanding online sales and exclusive merchandise. 

• Strengthening partnerships with local businesses and attractions. 

• Promoting sustainable tourism practices. 



FULL COUNCIL – Monday 17th November 2025 
Agenda 11. To discuss and approve Tetbury Town Council joining GCC “Street Works Warden” 
scheme and nominate participants to join 

 
Gloucestershire County Council are looking to create a "Street Works Warden" scheme 
that will enable local towns and parishes to help identify any issues with road works and 
street works and increase our level of scrutiny on works taking place on our highways. 
Currently, Gloucestershire County Council's Street works team manage over 27,000 
works a year covering a network of 3,600 miles. We are legally required to inspect 30% 
of utility works on our network at various stages.  On average our team inspect around 
11,000 works activities a year.  
The scheme will run for an initial 6-month period, where we will work alongside our local 
Councils to help highlight any street works concerns. We anticipate that this initiative 
will increase reporting opportunities for street works related issues, help tackle poor 
and disruptive street works activities across the county and further strengthen the 
working relationships we have with our local councils.   
Examples of concerns that can be reported under the scheme include unsafe sites, 
sites that have been unmanned for several days, signs and barriers left on site upon 
completion and sites where there is significant unnecessary disruption.    

1. Scheme Objectives   
 

• To increase reporting visibility of works being undertaken within 
Gloucestershire.   
• To enable early identification and reporting of issues associated with 
street works activities on the highway.  
• To provide reassurance to our community that GCC are working in 
partnership with local councils, are working hard to identify and address street 
works related issues.  
• To use the data collated from the trial to drive continuous improvement 
initiatives with those working on the highway.   
  
2. Training    

 
All confirmed participants will be invited to discussion and training sessions at Shire 
Hall, led by the Caine Edwards as Traffic Manager. These sessions will cover: -  

• An introduction to key personnel within the Street Works Team.  
• A brief high-level overview of the street works legal responsibilities and 
the permitting requirements.  
• A brief high-level overview of the compliance requirements on 
inspections.  
• Training on creating a One. Network account and navigating the system to 
find permit details.  
• Safety requirements for all participants.  
• Training on scenarios that need to be reported.  
• Training on reporting and feedback processes  
• Discussion on how we will monitor and evaluate the success of the 
scheme.  

  
3. Monitoring & Reporting   

  



FULL COUNCIL – Monday 17th November 2025 
Agenda 11. To discuss and approve Tetbury Town Council joining GCC “Street Works Warden” 
scheme and nominate participants to join 

The trial scheme will be monitored monthly during the initial period to establish: -  
  

• The additional benefit derived from the trial Street Works Warden scheme 
reporting in terms of additional fines/ penalties and interactions with permit non 
compliances.  
• The volume of reports that result in action that could have been identified 
by a Street works Inspector,  
• The volume of reports that result in no action due to technical 
compliances.   
• The impact of internal resources on monitoring, inspecting and 
responding to reports.  
• Expectation management from participants in the trial.  
• Training improvements needed to the trial scheme prior to consideration 
for rolling out on a wider basis.  

  
4. Evaluation   

 
All results for the trial will be evaluated based on the monitoring and reporting criteria 
above. It is expected that by month 4 we will be able to determine if this project is 
successful and scalable for further delivery.  
 



 

 

Committee and Date 
 

FULL COUNCIL – Monday 17th November 2025 

Agenda item 
 

12. 

Subject 
 

To receive an update from CEO and EO regarding Society of Local 
Council Clerks (SLCC) National Conference 

Accountable Members 
 

All members 

Accountable Officer 
 

CEO/EO 

Summary/Purpose 
 

CEO and EO attended the Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) 
National Conference in Leicester. 
 
The national conference is the perfect opportunity to network 
with other town and parish clerks and deputy clerks, obtain 
useful information from suppliers within the industry and listen 
to the seminars taking place over the 2 days.  210 delegates 
were in attendance, with 38 exhibitor stands. 
 
We attended the following seminars: 
 
Tools for Thriving Through Change, Challenge and Setback 
 
Delivering the Government’s Commitment to English Devolution 
– Lizzy Hawkins, Deputy Director, Communities Governance and 
Institutions, Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 
Government* 
 
Devolving power from Westminster – Building Strong 
Foundations – Empowering Communities. 
 
Working Online – Digital Security and Website Accessibility* - 
Strengthening the council’s digital security, website accessibility 
– TTC website is accessible within the main areas, although 
improvements can be made in certain areas, Visit Tetbury 
website is not accessible. 
 
Biodiversity Plus * - A very quick overview of how our world is 
changing and how little changes can make a difference. 
 
Backing Youth Services – Leigh Middleton OBE, CEO of the 
National Youth Agency – Since 2015, England is spending £1.2bn 
less per year on youth services.   
 
Navigating Asset Transfers: Governance, Partnerships and VAT 
Considerations.  This is a consideration we will need to make if 
TTC and local parishes are given any assets through the 
devolution process. 
 
Pragmatic Problem Solving – What to do when things go wrong! 
 



 

 

Standards in Local Government – Alberto Costa, Conservative 
MP for South Leicestershire, Chair of the Parliament Standards 
Committee.   This was an opportunity to advise the MP of the 
challenges that we face in our sector due to bullying and 
harassment.   
 
Defying Gravity: Resilience in a Turbulent World  
 
*Presentation slides are available 

Financial Implications 
Budget code and cost centre 

£1320  
4060 Training 

Climate Impact None 

Governance and Legislation There is no single piece of legislation that specifically mandates 
staff training.  The requirement for staff training is derived from 
several statutory duties and best practice guidance. 
 
Local Government Act 1972, Section 112:  Councils must appoint 
“such officers as they think necessary for the proper discharge 
by the authority of such of their or another authority’s functions 
as fall to be discharged by them”. 
 
This implies a duty to ensure staff are competent, which in 
practice means providing appropriate training. 
 
SAAA Practitioners Guide and NALC/SLCC Guidance strongly 
recommend regular training to ensure effective governance and 
compliance. 

Recommendation To note update 

Report written by CEO 

 

 





Report to Full Council - Monday 17th November 2025 
Agenda item 15.  CEO Report 
 

 

1. Purpose of report 
To note works carried out at the Town Council Offices, VIC, and Grounds Team 
 

2. Recommendation 
For Full Council to note report 
 

3. Town Council Offices 
 

CEO attended GAPTC on-line training – Council as an Employer.  This 2-hour course provided 

an overview of recruitment, contracts, managing performance and disciplinary procedures. 

 

CEO and EO had a meeting with representative from CDS Group regarding the burial survey 

(agenda 7). 

 

CEO and EO had meeting with Gloucestershire Highways representative to discuss various 

concerns and to discuss the new GCC Highways initiative (agenda 11).  GCC Highways happy 

to continue with the winter plan with Tetbury Town Council as per last year. 

 

Internal Audit carried out, awaiting report. 

 

Representatives from OGRI Motorcycle Club have been in contact and would like to clean the 

war memorial in St Saviours and make the wording on the memorial more prominent as 

some of the words have faded over time.  The OGRI MCC will be in contact when they can 

arrange a date for this to take place. 

 

CEO and EO will be attending the SLCC Basic Bootcamps on 19th November, sessions will 

include commenting effectively on planning applications, English devolution – developments 

following the white paper, climate and environmental action, VAT Essentials, what’s 

happening in Employment Law.  Report to be given to Full Council next month. 

 

Switch on event is taking place on Friday 5th December where there are numerous craft, local 

organisations, food and drink stalls.  Lights to be switched on at 6pm. 

 

On Saturday 6th December the Christmas Tree Festival Carol Service will be taking place 

starting at 5pm, this is a wonderful service whilst admiring the local organisation and memory 

trees. 

 

Public budget consultation event will be held on Wednesday 14th January starting at 7pm, this 

will be held at the Goods Shed. 

 

A public meeting has been arranged for Monday 1st December, for District Councillors and 

representatives from Cotswold District Council to provide an overview of the Local Plan, 

meeting venue tbc.  An agenda for this event will be sent out in due course. 

 

Grounds Team 
 
Clearing Cookspool due to diseased trees being cut down. 
Clearing leaves on Love Lane, Eccles Court, New Church Street 



 

 

Assisted with Road Closure signs for Remembrance Sunday parade 
Poppy displays in St Saviours, Market House and Town Council offices 
Hedge cutting Shepherds Mead and Webb Road play area 
New hedges put in planters at TTC Offices 
Mowing season still going 
 
 
VIC Team 
 
A resident from a nearby town visited the VIC on Friday 24th October and was very impressed 
that we are the only town within a 15-mile radius of where they live that could assist and 
produce a National Express ticket.   
 

As autumn gives way to winter, the Visitor Information Centre remains a lively and 
welcoming space for both residents and visitors. We are absolutely thrilled to have been 
shortlisted for the South West Tourism Awards. This recognition is a real honour and reflects 
the dedication of our team, as well as the strength and resilience of our local community and 
businesses. We’re immensely proud to be acknowledged for our service and commitment, 
and we’re keeping everything crossed ahead of the final announcement on the 20th of 
November. 

Our seasonal stock is proving popular, with Cards for Good Causes selling well. This year, 
we’ve expanded the range to include Gifts, such as tea towels, gift wrap, advent calendars 
and pens. These additions have been well received and are helping to raise funds for a variety 
of good causes, while also offering visitors something a little different to take home. 

We’ve recently been engaging with a local business group and are pleased to be featured in 
their forthcoming articles. This is a great opportunity to highlight Tetbury’s independent 
shops and attractions, and we’re grateful for the chance to contribute to wider promotional 
efforts that support the high street. 

Our work with local businesses and attractions continues, with regular conversations and 
collaborative efforts aimed at keeping Tetbury vibrant and visitor friendly. Whether it’s 
supporting seasonal promotions, sharing updates, or simply being a point of contact for those 
exploring the town, we remain committed to strengthening local connections and ensuring a 
positive experience for all. 

Looking ahead, we’re preparing for the festive season with enthusiasm. Plans are underway 
to support Christmas events and activities, and we’re exploring opportunities to work with 
neighbouring towns and villages on joint promotions. These efforts aim to boost footfall, 
encourage local shopping, and bring a sense of celebration to the town centre. 

 



 
 

MINUTES OF THE HERITAGE, ENVIRONMENT & COMMUNITY 
held at Tetbury Library, Close Gardens, Tetbury, GL8 8DU on the  

3rd November 2025 
 

Page 16 
Heritage Environment & Community Committee – 3rd November 2025 

Present: 
Town Councillors: Z Baker (Chair), S Sanderson (Vice Chair), N Ind, I Watson, C Pearce, and R Smith. 
Officers: V Bolwell (EO) 
Public: 2 members of public  
 
HEC01. 11/25 To receive and accept any apologies for absence: 
M Marsh – Curator – received and accepted. 
Cllr A Figueredo – received and accepted.  
 
HEC02. 11/25 Public Consultation: 
None. 
 
HEC03. 11/25 Declarations of Interest: 

None. 

HEC04. 11/25 To approve the Minutes of the Heritage, Environment and Community meeting held 
on Monday 6th October 2025: It was proposed by Cllr Zowie Baker seconded by Cllr Rodney Smith to 
approve the minutes of the Heritage, Environment and Community meeting held on Monday 6th 
October 2025. 
 

Voting record                For 5                           Against 0                       Abstain 1                         Absent 1 

 
HEC05. 11/25 To note Budget, spend to date and forecast spend: 
Noted.  
Cllr N Ind noted the membership costs on the Police Museum has risen to 270% please can we 
request some information regarding this. 
 
HEC06. 11/25 To note Heritage, Environment community Action Plan from previous meeting: 
HR10. 01/24 Information Board – Cllr N Ind will contact Cotswold District Print room to assist the EO. 
 
HEC07. 10/25 To note Visitor Information Centre report:   

Noted.  

Cllr N Ind would like a contact for Tetbury Talk to discuss St Marys Church Events.  

HEC08. 11/25 To note Tetbury Highstreet report: 

Noted. Please can we promote this on our website.  

HEC09. 11/25 To receive the Police Museum report and discuss 2026/27 Budget request 
No report submitted. 
 
HEC10. 11/25 To discuss action plan for ROSPA play area reports: 
Members would like to see monthly inspection checks on the Agenda.  
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HEC11. 11/25 To discuss and approve Play Park equipment provider: 

Following discussion, it was noted that the removal of equipment could be carried out by the 

grounds team or in collaboration with local organisations. The committee also considered working 

with a welfare facility hire company to reduce costs. Additionally, it was suggested that local 

organisations be approached to be involved in this project may want to offer labour to reduce costs.  

It was proposed by Cllr Nikki Ind and seconded by Cllr Suzanne Sanderson that Quote One from the 

Play Park equipment provider be approved. 

Voting record                For 5                           Against 1                       Abstain 0                         Absent 1 

 

HEC12. 11/25 To request from Full Council £20,000 from Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) for 

the development of Suffolk Close Play Park: It was proposed by Cllr Nikki Ind seconded by Cllr Zowie 

Baker to request from Full Council £20,000 from Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) for the 

development of Suffolk Close Play Park. 

Voting record                For 5                           Against 1                       Abstain 0                         Absent 1 

 

HEC13. 11/25 To review and approve funding for a planning application and associated listed 

building consent for the installation of a historic sign on Bath Bridge, including approval of the 

Design and Access Statement supporting the dual application: It was proposed by Cllr Zowie baker 

seconded by Cllr Suzanne Sanderson to review and approve funding for a planning application and 

associated listed building consent for the installation of a historic Plaque on Bath Bridge.  

Voting record                For 5                           Against 1                       Abstain 0                         Absent 1 

 

HEC14. 11/25 To note Colour Friday 2025: 

No report submitted. 

HEC15. 11/25 To note Christmas 2025 Switch on Event: 

Noted.  

Cllr S Sanderson suggested a meeting before the event. EO to schedule this.  

HEC16. 11/25 To consider Correspondence: 

Bench request at St Saviour’s – Executive Officer to liaise with the grave digger to confirm any 

suitable positions and assess remaining space that will not affect burial. 

A letter of thanks was received from the Tetbury Feoffees regarding the recent refresh of the 

information pointers on Gumstool Hill. 

HEC17. 11/25 To receive members reports: 

Cllr Colin Pearce requested that it be formally recorded that, in his opinion, the Play Park 

rejuvenation project represents the greatest waste of public funds. 

Cllr N Ind reported that the nine historic Tank Traps located throughout the town are showing signs 

of damage. In collaboration with the local history group, Cllr Ind has photographed the affected 

areas and documented their locations on a map. 
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Heritage Environment & Community Committee – 3rd November 2025 

Cllr Z Baker requested that the Council continue liaising with Gloucestershire County Council 

regarding the lose manhole covers on London Road. 

Cllr I Watson residents have contact Cllr Watson regarding residents parking within the town if you 

receive any information please let him know.  

HEC18. 11/25 items for the inclusion of January 2026 Agenda: 

Police Museum  

Grounds Team Play park Inspection  

Christmas Events Wash up report.  

HEC19. 11/25 To note the dates and time and date of the next Heritage, Environment and 

Community meeting 7pm Monday 12th January 2026 at Tetbury Library – Close Gardens – Tetbury: 

Noted. 

 

Chair……………………………………………………………………                                      Date……………………… 

 

 

Meeting ended 7.45pm 
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PRESENT: 

Councillors: J Taylor (Chair), P Burrell (Vice Chair), R Smith, S Scott (arrived 6.42pm), M Baker 

Officers: CEO – T Niblett, EO – V Bolwell 

Public: District Councillors I Watson, N Ind 

 

PL01. 10/25 Apologies for absence: 

Councillor S Scott advised in advance that he will arrive late 

 

PL02. 10/25 Declarations of Interest: 

None 

 

PL03. 10/25 Public Consultation: 

None 

 

PL04. 10/25 To approve the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 15th September 2025: 

It was proposed by Councillor P Burrell, seconded by Councillor R Smith, to approve the minutes of 

the meeting held on Monday 15th September 2025. 

 

Voting record                For   4                        Against 0                       Abstain 0                     Absent 1  

 
PL05. 10/25 Consideration of planning, listed building consent, tree work and licensing 

applications received by 14th October 2025 (refer to attached Schedule link) 

 

25/03026/FUL 

Full application for proposed replacement single 

storey rear extension and outhouse conversion 

9 Silver Street 

Decision: TTC has no objections and believes 

this will enhance the property 

 25/03027/LBC 

Listed building consent for proposed 

replacement single storey rear extension and 

outhouse conversion  

9 Silver Street 

Decision: TTC has no objections and believes 

this will enhance the property so long as it 

conforms to the LBC 

 25/03100/TCONR 

Works to trees in conservation areas for Acacia 

(T1) located at the front of the property. Reduce 

crown by 1-2m. Prune for 2m building 

clearance. Remove all major deadwood. Crown 

clean. Rowan (G1) group located on the front 

driveway. Reduce roadside of the crown back to 

the kerb edge. Hazel (T2) located at the back of 

the property. Remove low elongated limb 

overhanging the beds  

Avon House, Chantry Court 

Decision: TTC has no objections 

25/03138/TPO 
Works to trees with a TPO for Silver Birch is in 

need of pruning back in order to avoid 

overhanging the neighbours roof. The intention 

is to reduce the existing height 

(approximately 22m) in accordance with the 

attached annotated photograph and make cuts 

back to a radius from the trunk of 4m in all 

directions to create a balance. The cuts would 

be back to previous position of cuts following 

last work. It would not effect the trees 

leading branches. Advice has been taken from 

to ensure that the work avoids damage to the 

tree whilst reducing the impact on the 



MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE 
held in Tetbury Library, Close Gardens, Tetbury on Monday 20th October 2025 

at 6.30pm 
 

Planning – Monday 20th October 2025   Page  9 

neighbouring property in terms of overhang 

and light reduction.  

38 Hampton Street Tetbury 

Decision: TTC has no objections 

25/03149/FUL 

Full Application for conversion of public house 

(Sui Generis) to four dwellings (Use Class C3), 

including a rear extension and rebuilding/repair 

of outbuildings with associated hard and soft 

landscaping 

The Greyhound, 3 Hampton Street 

Decision: TTC has no objections to this 

planning application and welcomes the extra 

parking space 

25/03147/FUL 

Full application for variation of conditions 2 

(approved drawings and details) and 9 

(biodiversity enhancement plan) of planning 

permission 24/03187/FUL for conversion of 

public house (Sui Generis) to three dwellings 

(Use Class C3), including a rear extension 

and demolition of outbuilding [former skittle 

alley], with associated hard and soft 

landscaping to include alterations to the layout 

 

The Greyhound, 3 Hampton Street 

25/03221/TCONR 

Works to trees in conservation areas for T1 

– Yew tree to be reduced by approx. 30% 

The Stone House, 36 Long Street 

Decision: TTC has no objections 

25/02572/FUL 

Erection of 8 dwellings (including 3 affordable 

units) with highway access onto Bath Road, 

associated landscaping and infrastructure 

works, removal of existing structure and 

installation of sewage pump station. 

Although Tetbury Town Council is not 

consultees for this planning application, this is 

on the borders with our neighbouring parish 

Land West of Bath Road 

Decision: Although TTC is not consultees on 

this application, this application borders 

Tetbury with Tetbury Upton. 

 

We believe that if this development is 

approved it will be another Area of Nature 

Beauty that we have lost. 

 

We have concerns if this application is 

approved the lack of infrastructure regarding 

sewage and we request that the speed limit is 

reduced before this development. 

 

If this application is approved, will they repair 

the Cotswold stone wall between the 

developments? 
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PL06. 10/25 To note planning applications using Scheme of Delegation: 

Noted 

 

PL07. 10/25 Correspondence: 

Councillor J Taylor has received correspondence regarding colour of windows, this is not within the 

conservation area so unsure why the colour of windows is an issue.   

 

Colour of window frames have changes within a property in Long Street, as this is within the 

conservation area, would this need planning?  District Councillor for this Ward advised that no 

planning application has been received. 

 

PL08. 10/25 To receive Chairs report: 

Nothing to report 

 

PL09. 10/25 to receive Vice Chairs report: 

Requested that we contact Cotswold District Council to ask that we are informed of any planning 

applications which borders Tetbury with Tetbury Upton. 

 

PL10. 10/25 To receive Members report: 

Councillor S Scott – due to the narrow pavement in Long Street, with the addition of the scaffolding 

has made the pavements even narrower and those with a mobility scooter/wheelchair users are 

having to use the main highway to get by. 

 

PL11. 10/25 Next scheduled meeting – Monday 17th November 2025, 6.30pm 

 

 

Meeting closed 6.58pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Chair …………………………………………………………………..   Dated …………………………………………………………… 
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Present 
Town Councillors: M Baker (Chair), J Taylor (Vice Chair) Z Baker, L Farnham, P Burrell 
Officers: T Niblett (CEO/RFO) 
Public: 9 members of the public 
 
FS01. 11/25 Apologies for absence:  
Councillor C Pearce – Personal reasons 
Councillor R Smith – Personal reasons 
Councillor S Scott – Attending CDC Local Plan Meeting 
Councillor A Figueirdo – Personal reasons 
 
FS02. 11/25 Declarations of Interest:  
None 
 
FS03. 11/25 Public Consultation: Representative from the Christmas Lights Committee provided an 
overview of the grant request for £2,000 to assist with the Christmas lights display within the town.  
Due to restrictions, they are unable to put Christmas lights across the road as in other towns.  The 
committee are hoping to raise enough funds next year to place lights within the trees in and round 
the town.   
 
Agenda item 12 brought forward 
 
FS12. 11/25 To discuss and recommend to the Heritage, Environment and Community Committee 
the grant request from Tetbury Christmas Lights: 
 
It was proposed by Councillor L Farnham, seconded by Councillor Z Baker to suspend Standing 
Orders to allow representatives from the Christmas Lights committee to answer questions the 
committee may have. 
 

Voting Record:                For –  5                   Against – 0                 Abstentions –  0          Absent - 4 

 
Questions were asked about the grant that Tetbury Town Council provided in the past for Christmas 
lights.  CEO/RFO advised that the Town Council had a budget line of £5,000, due to financial 
constraints the Council removed this from the budget and currently has a budget line to assist with 
the Christmas switch on and Christmas Tree Festival.  The Executive Officer (EO) has been successful 
in obtaining grants from Gloucestershire County Council to assist with the funding for this and 
previous years’ events. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor P Burrell, seconded by Councillor Z Baker to recommend to the 
Heritage, Environment and Community Committee the grant request from Tetbury Christmas Lights. 
 

Voting Record:                For –  5                   Against – 0                 Abstentions –  0          Absent - 4 

 
FS04. 11/25 To approve the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 13th October 2025: 
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Following an amendment to change the members of public to two, it was proposed by Councillor J 
Taylor, seconded by Councillor M Baker to approve the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 13th 
October 2025. 
 

 Voting Record:                For –  2                   Against – 0                      Abstentions –  3           Absent - 4 

 
FS05. 11/25 To note action points from previous meetings: 
Police Museum (FS07.06/24)– meeting arranged for Wednesday 5th November cancelled, new date 
to be arranged. 
Building Working Group (FS11. 11.24&TC11. 12/24) –. On-going 
IT Provider (FS15. 03/25) – On-going, agenda item for January 
Budget Requirements –agenda item 11 
 
FS06. 11/25 To note Bank Reconciliation and Financial Summary for October 2025: 
As of 31st October 2025, it was noted that TTC Current Account held £37,269.92, TTC Deposit 
Account £273,607.01, Contingency Funds £92,269.94, Police Museum £9,531.85, CIL and Buildings 
Maintenance £102,912.81.  The Visitor Information Centre account held £3,243.28.  
 
It was noted that £21,121 CIL money has been received from the Northfield Road/London Road 
development, boosting the CIL payments to £42,242. 
 
FS07. 11/25 To approve November payments and estimate transfer of funds: 
It was noted that Tetbury Town Council payments for November amounted to £32,204.40 VIC 
payments for November amounted to £2,421.23, Police Museum £NIL.  Credit Card statement has 
not been received.   
 
It was requested that we have a transfer of funds of £25,000 from TTC Deposit Account to TTC 
Current Account.  It was proposed by Councillor P Burrell, seconded by Councillor L Farnham to 
approve the November payments and the transfer of £25,000 from the TTC Deposit Account to TTC 
Current Account. 
 

 Voting Record:                For – 5                 Against –  0                    Abstentions –   0           Absent - 4 

 
It was noted that the December payments and request for transfer of funds will be emailed to all 
members as there is no Finance & Scrutiny Committee meeting in December. 
 
FS08. 11/25 To allocate two Councillors to sign off December payments: Councillor P Burrell and 
Councillor Z Baker agreed to sign off the December payments. 
 
FS09. 11/25 To discuss and approve purchasing Council Hive Premium Service to assist with 
Assertion 10: With the introduction of Assertion 10, Councils need to demonstrate, more 
transparently than ever, that they are managing digital, data and information governance 
responsibly.  The CEO/RFO has recommended a company who have worked alongside various 
Councils and National Association of Local Councils (NALC) supporting data protection, GDPR and FOI 
compliance. The cost for the Council Hive Premium Service will be £1997. Members have requested 
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testimonials from councils who have used this company as they are questioning the testimonials 
within the literature provided. 
 
FS10. 11/25 To discuss new vehicle requirements for the Grounds Team and implications to the 
budget:   The Grounds Foreman has provided the Committee with a preferred option of a Nissan 
Primastar van as an additional vehicle for the grounds team.  The current cost to purchase a vehicle 
outright is £20,994, although this has not been budgeted for in 2025/2026, to lease would cost 
£3,499 deposit with 58 payments of £397.05.  It was noted that a conversation had been held with 
the grounds team who advised they do not believe a second vehicle is required.  Before we move 
forward on this item the CEO/RFO to seek advice on whether we can finance a vehicle.  It was 
proposed by Councillor P Burrell, seconded by Councillor J Taylor to obtain the grounds’ team 
preference on whether an additional vehicle is required. 
 
 

Voting Record:                For –  4                   Against – 1                 Abstentions –  0           Absent - 4 

 
 
FS11. 11/25 To discuss budget requirements for 2026/2027:  
It was requested by a member of the Committee to receive a line by line overview on the budget, it 
was advised that this would be a long process due to the number of budget lines and bearing in 
mind that this has been on the agenda at the Finance & Scrutiny Committee and Full Council for 
several months.  An overview of the Police Museum budget was requested. 
 
FS13. 11/25 To discuss and recommend to the Heritage, Environment and Community Committee 
the grant request from Citizens Advice Bureau:  
Tetbury Town Council have been contacted by the Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) to consider a grant 
request of £1394.  The CAB are contacting numerous town and parish councils to assist with 
reaching their target of £15,000.  The CEO/RFO has been requested to obtain more up-to-date 
accounts as the accounts presented are up to March 2024.  It was requested to note that the CAB 
provides a wonderful service to residents of the town. 
 
FS14. 11/25 To request an update regarding current telephone supplier:  
Tetbury Town Council have been with the current telephone supplier for the past 2 years.  Due to 
increased costs and the supplier losing one of the telephone numbers, the CEO/RFO has been trying 
to ascertain how much it would cost to remove ourselves from this contract.  This information is not 
forthcoming and the CEO/RFO will keep the committee informed once this has been received. 
 
FS15. 11/25 To note all contracts over £1000: 
 It was noted that TTC has 7 contracts over £1000 – Shredding Services, Health & Safety, Grass 
cutting for the Rail Lands, Payroll services, IT Services, IT Support, and Telephones.   
 
FS16. 11/25 To approve the remit of the Local Plan Consultation Working Group: 
It was proposed by Councillor J Taylor, seconded by Councillor M Baker to approve the Local Plan 
Consultation Working Group remit. 
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Voting Record:                For –  5                   Against – 0             Abstentions –  0           Absent - 4 

 
 
FS17. 11/25 Correspondence Received:  
Correspondence has been received regarding the draft budget.  CEO/RFO will respond. 
 
FS18. 11/25 Councillor Reports:  
Councillor M Baker – Raised concerns regarding the recent email exchanges between Councillors.   
 
A point was raised that due to transparency all Councillor emails exchanges should be brought to Full 
Council under correspondence. 
 
Councillor J Taylor – Raised concern regarding the lack of literature from the 3 candidates who stood 
at the recent elections.   
 
It was noted that it is the responsibility of the candidates and not the town council to provide the 
information to the residents of the town. 
 
Councillor L Farnham – Could we please add on the February agenda item General Data Protection 
Regulation (GDPR) for the speed cameras that TTC are purchasing. 
 
FS19. 11/25 Items for the next meeting:  
None 
 
FS20. 11/25 Date of next meeting Monday 26th January 2026, 7pm, Tetbury Library, Glose 
Gardens: 
 
FS21. 11/25 Exclusion of the Public and Press to allow discussion of confidential business: It was 
proposed by Councillor J Taylor seconded Councillor M Baker that under Section 1(2) of the Public 
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the Public and Press be excluded from the Meeting for the 
following items of business on the grounds they involved the likely disclosure of confidential 
information (as defined in paragraphs (1) and (2) of Part I of Schedule 12A to Section 100A(4) of the 
Local Government Act 1972 [Information relating to an individual and Information relating to the 
financial or business affairs of any particular person]), and that the public interest in maintaining the 
exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information concerned. 
 

 Voting Record:                For – 5                   Against – 0                      Abstentions – 0             Absent - 4 

 
 

Meeting closed 8.23pm 
 

FS22. 11/25 To approve Closed Session minutes of the meeting held on Monday 8th September 
2025: 
It was proposed by Councillor J Taylor, seconded by Councillor M Baker to approve the closed 
session minutes held on Monday 8th September 2025. 
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Voting Record:                For –  4                   Against – 0             Abstentions –  1           Absent - 4 

 
FS23. 11/25 To note Staff Working Group Updates and approve any renumeration increases as 
recommended by the Staff Working Group:  
It was requested that the proposed amendment to the grounds team summer hours be discussed at 
Full Council.  The summer hours would extend to the end of October due to the daylight hours. 
 
It was requested that the amended job descriptions for all members of the staff be approved.  
Members had concerns that the new job descriptions did not reflect all the requirements and 
responsibilities that are carried out by each member.  CEO/RFO to send to all members the old and 
new version of the job descriptions and to request any amendments should be sent to the Staff 
Working Group members. 
 
The CEO/RFO provided the committee with a draft valuation for the LGPS. 
 
 
 
 

Meeting closed 8.45pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Chair ………………………………………………………………………..  Dated ………………………………………………………. 

 



FULL COUNCIL – Monday 17th November 2025 
Agenda 19. Building Working Group – Meeting held 22nd October 2025 

 
Present: 

Councillors Steve Scott, Suzanne Sanderson, CEO – T Niblett 

 

Meeting was held to discuss the future of the Town Council offices. 

Various options have been discussed: 

1. Keep the building as an asset 

2. Contact a local architect to obtain plans to look at making this building more accessible as we 

are not complying with the Equality Act 2010  

3. Look at plans to make the building commercially viable to rent the offices to local businesses, 

keeping the Police Museum and Visitor Information Centre in their current format 

4. Look at building a purpose-built office on the Town Councils land at the Goods Shed  

 

Councillor Sanderson to contact local architect for free advice before bringing forward proposals to 

Full Council. 

 

 

 

 



FULL COUNCIL – Monday 17th November 2025 
Agenda 19. Working Group Notes – Local Plan 

 

Local Plan Consultation Working Group Minutes – 23.10.25 

Attendees – Tetbury Town Councillors – Nikki Ind, Ian Watson, Judith Taylor & Patricia 
Burrell 

Minute Taker – Cllr Nikki Ind 

Working Group Remit – This was discussed, with EO Vicki Bolwell providing a template 
for consideration, after discussion this was agreed and Cllr Ind to prepare and 
circulate. ACTION – Cllr Ind 

General Discussion – Cllr Watson shared a proposed letter that he had prepared for 
the Town Council to send to Cotswold District Council and Cllr Ind highlighted that the 
District Council were encouraging responses to be sent via the online consultation. 
However, there would be no reason not to send too, and this letter could be the basis 
for the Town Council responses. Cllr Watson’s letter includes: 

• Alignment with the Tetbury and Tetbury Upton Neighbourhood Plan – particularly 
policies – 2 – Settlement Boundary, 13 – Local Green Spaces & Design and 
Character policies 

• Housing & Growth and Infrastructure 
• Employment and Sustainability 
• Climate & Biodiversity 

Cllr Ind suggested that the Consultation document will give a series of options for the 
district, and we will need to recommend what option we prefer – if any and why.  We will 
need to consider areas such as developing in unsustainable locations, increasing 
housing density and if we agree with the current local plan vision statement. All 
decisions must be material planning considerations. 

Infrastructure and the effect of around (the indicative figure) 320 houses in Tetbury was 
discussed in detail and included: 

• Sewage Capacity  
• Road Safety - speeds on entrance roads to Tetbury where housing has already 

been built or may be built, lighting, paving, cycle paths 
• Schools 
• Community Facilities 
• Transport Links 
• Sport & Recreation 
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• Response to Climate Change 
• Burial Ground 
• Social Rented Housing – for all ages, including our ageing population 

Cllr Ind advised that there will be another call for sites and whilst the SHELAA (Strategic 
Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment) report shows several discounted 
sites, it will be interesting to see if these will be reconsidered. 

Cllr Burrell provided some historic data on schools and residents, and Cllr Taylor asked 
Cllr Watson if it would be possible to get some up to date information from the 
Gloucestershire County Council Insight system. ACTION – Cllr Watson 

It was agreed that we would next meet formally at 3pm on Friday 7th November at 
Tetbury Town Council, so that we can consider the consultation which will have been 
launched on 5th November. In the meantime, if required we could meet or correspond 
via email (if email, all members and the CEO are to be copied in). 

Next Meeting Friday 7th November at 3pm 



 

Ian Watson, Tetbury Division 

Gloucestershire County Council – Liberal Democrat Group Report 

November 2025 Review & December Outlook 

1. Local Government Reorganisation 

November has been dominated by the debate on the future structure of local government in 

Gloucestershire. At Full Council on 12 November, members voted overwhelmingly in favour of a 

single unitary authority for the whole county, rather than splitting Gloucestershire into East and 

West councils. 

• Vote outcome: 38 for one unitary, 4 for two authorities, 10 abstentions. 

• Projected savings: £21.1m annually; £164m over 10 years. 

• Next steps: Cabinet will confirm the preferred option on 19 November, with formal 

submission to Government by 28 November. 

 Our Lib Dem group supported a free vote, reflecting the diversity of views within our ranks. While 

many councillors lean towards a single authority for efficiency and service continuity, others remain 

concerned about local identity and representation. Leader Cllr Lisa Spivey emphasised that our 

priority is delivering services effectively, regardless of the model ultimately chosen by Whitehall.  

2. Council Strategy 2025–2029 

Cabinet approved the new Council Strategy: “A Stronger Future, Built Together”, setting priorities 

for the next four years. Key themes include: 

• Tackling climate change and promoting sustainable transport. 

• Strengthening community resilience and local partnerships. 

• Investing in digital services for easier access. 

 This strategy will guide all policy decisions and resource allocations through 2029. 

[glostext.g...ire.gov.uk] 

 

3. Transport & Infrastructure 

The Council backed plans for a Mass Rapid Transit (MRT) system linking Cheltenham, Gloucester, 

and surrounding areas. 

https://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?ID=2529


• Funding: £1.25m for business case development and early delivery steps, including £1m 

from district CIL contributions and £250k from GCC. 

• Vision: High-quality, zero-emission public transport, starting with electric buses and bus 

priority measures. 

• Timeline: Business case development through 2026/27. 

 This initiative aligns with our climate goals and aims to reduce congestion while supporting housing 

and economic growth. [gloucester...ire.gov.uk] 

 

4. Youth Engagement in Decision-Making 

A motion passed unanimously to embed young people’s voices in policy decisions. 

• A new Youth Impact Template will be developed for all major decisions. 

• Consultation with youth groups and officers will run until May 2026. This is a positive step 

towards inclusive governance and reflects our commitment to future generations.  

5. Highways Transparency 

Council agreed to improve accountability in highways services, including: 

• Publishing quarterly performance reports on repairs, budgets, and contractor performance. 

• Reviewing staffing and contractor arrangements. First report due by Q1 2026.  

 

Looking Ahead – December 2025 

December will be a busy month for community engagement and festive events across 

Gloucestershire: 

• Christmas at Westonbirt Arboretum (Tetbury) runs until 31 December. 

• Spectacle of Light at Sudeley Castle continues until 30 December. 

• Cheltenham Ice Rink open until 4 January. 

• Pantomimes at the Everyman Theatre and The Roses Theatre, plus Christmas markets and 

light trails countywide. 

 These events offer excellent opportunities for councillors to connect with residents and promote 

local businesses. 

Key Dates 

• 19 Nov: Cabinet decision on unitary authority proposal. 

• 28 Nov: Deadline for submission to Government. 

• Early Dec: Community consultations on youth engagement framework begin. 

• Throughout Dec: Festive events and local engagement opportunities. 

 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-november-2025/county-council-set-to-back-next-phase-of-mass-rapid-transit-development-and-delivery/
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Laura Hall-Wilson – Cotswold District Councillor for Tetbury with Upton 

November Update 

COTSWOLD DISTRICT COUNCIL (CDC) – FULL COUNCIL 

There was no full council in October, full council will take place on 26th November at 
2pm. A link the agenda can be found below: 

https://meetings.cotswold.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=1154&MId=2490&Ver=4 

LOCAL PLAN UPDATE 

The local plan update continues at pace, to protect the Cotswolds from speculative 
development. You should have received a briefing from Cotswold District Council on 
where we are currently and an invitation to attend the Town and Parish Council Forum on 
Monday night at the Royal Agricultural University, I was unable to attend but I hope it was 
a useful evening. If you have not seen the briefing paper it is linked here: 

Town and Parish briefing - Strategic Site Figures 

I have asked the Leader of Cotswold District Council to attend a meeting in Tetbury to talk 
through the local plan and what it means for the town. The date given is Monday 1st 
December and the event will happen at 7pm at the Goods Shed – please look out for 
further updates and do share with residents. It is a good opportunity to make sure the 
towns thoughts are represented to the leadership of CDC. 

Separately, we are also running a petition against the overdevelopment of the Cotswolds 
which can be found here:  

Local Plan Petition 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION 

As I write, Gloucestershire County Council are debating which out of the 2 options for the 
future of local government in Gloucestershire they will put to the Secretary of State. I 
remain of the view that for savings to made and for the scale of the exercise to be 
worthwhile, the preferred option should be for ONE Gloucestershire. 

This will deliver the financial savings to the taxpayer of removing a layer of local 
government vertically, (district councils) without adding a layer “horizontally” with a 
second Gloucestershire unitary council. There will be excellent opportunities for town 
and parish council to come with the unitary model and having worked alongside Wiltshire 
Council for a number of years I am extremely positive about the changes to come for the 
county and for Tetbury. 
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HIGHWAYS 

Following my last update, I met with Gillian Portlock and Jake Thompson to discuss 
highways priorities in my ward. They stressed the need to work alongside landowners to 
make sure that all parties do their bit to keep the condition of the roads in good order, so 
I have a few landowners to chat to try and deliver some pavement improvements.  

Following a meeting with Nikki Ind and Ian Watson, I added my voice to the call for 
Gloucestershire County Council to help make sure the pedestrian access to the new 
surgery is appropriate and really delivers the truly accessible site we all want. I am yet to 
hear back from the cabinet member for highways, but he definitely knows we are pushing 
to see his work done in time for the surgery to open. 

HEALTHCARE IN TETBURY 

Following a request to meet with the Integrated Care Board about commissioning more 
services into the new surgery, where space now allows and the doctors are willing and 
keen to do so, I subsequently heard about planned scaling back of some services 
delivered in Cirencester, which could afect Tetbury residents. 

I spoke with health bosses at the NHS and expressed my extreme concern that anymore 
services should be removed further away to sites like Gloucester and Swindon. 
Healthcare MUST be provided locally, especially in rural areas. I will keep on this battle 
and I am due to follow up on our call with a letter reafirming my concerns and asking for 
them to make sure more, not less is ofered to residents in the tow. 

UK SHARED PROSPERITY FUND – TOWN CENTRES INITIATIVE  

I met with Chris Gregory from Heartflood at the beginning of the month to discuss the 
piece of work he is carrying out on empty shops in the town, funded by a contribution 
from the UK Shared Prosperity Fund and Tetbury Town Council. 

I met with Chris in town and showed him round some of the business with active voices 
in the short time we had. I think the best thing we can do to make this piece of work 
worthwhile is get as many businesses as possible to contribute to the survey, so please 
do share with your networks. The link is below: 

Tetbury Business Survey 

THE DOLPHINS HALL 

I was pleased that the committee reached out to the town for help to finish of the work 
needed to get the hall open. Tom and I went up with the children and gave a couple of 
hours painting trimming plasterboard and I went back in the week to finish of some 
painting. 

However, I am very disappointed to understand the scale and cost of the work still needed 
to complete the project. I have been very supportive of eforts of volunteers to get the 



 

Email: laura.hall-wilson@cotswold.gov.uk 
Facebook: Laura Hall-Wilson for Tetbury with Upton 
Instagram: @laura4tetburyupton 

project this far, but I feel that as a town the committee are not being honest with us about 
the current state of the project. I understand a lot more money is needed and a lot more 
work to be able to let out the space, user groups are complaining they get no reply to 
emails and there is great uncertainty about where and when their classes will be held in 
the coming months. 

Please can I urge that we have an honest and frank update from those running the project 
so an accurate picture can be formed of what’s needed and we can all do what we can to 
support the completion and opening of the hall.  

IN TETBURY 

I enjoyed meeting the Art Group organised by People for You Cotswolds, hosted in the 
Dolphins Hall last week. The group has been supported to run by the Julia and Hans 
Rausing Trust and do great work in providing companionship both in the home and at 
social gatherings such as this art group. They are always on the lookout for more 
companions to volunteer so do get in contact with them if you think you could help. 

A very proud moment for me was laying a wreath on behalf of residents in Tetbury with 
Upton. We are an armed forces family and I have been a Royal British Legion poppy seller 
for a few years, my son was a little perplexed by the while thing and called “Mummy, 
Mummy!” throughout the silence but everyone was very kind and understanding! 

I met with Lighthouse Dementia Support earlier this week to discuss their amazing 
initiative in supporting and educating family, friends and unpaid cares of people living 
with dementia, specifically involving an immersive training experience showing people 
what it is like to live with dementia and proving a greater understand to those living with 
people with dementia. The next sessions are at Badminton House on the 10th December 
and there are 2 groups of 16. If you know anyone who might benefit, please put them in 
touch with the charity. 

 



Ward Councillor Update  

Town and Parish Councils 
Cllr Nikki Ind 
Tetbury East and Rural 
November 
 

Firstly, November brings Remembrance Day and services across the district were held to remember those who 
gave their lives for us all. I was proud to once again be part of our team of volunteers in Tetbury selling poppies 

in the town and I attended the Civic Remembrance Service in Tetbury where I lay the poppy wreath on behalf 
of Cotswold District Council. 
 

Apart from the day-to-day casework, parish meetings, highways and planning matters, this month has been busy 

with meetings and member briefings. Particularly regarding the Local Government Reorganisation - as the 
District Council’s preferred option for Gloucestershire will need to be decided this month – and the Local Plan 

Consultation - which will now include indications of figures beyond 2043 to support the vital matter of 
infrastructure – I believe that infrastructure should be in place before any development in the district, to 

support the residents and communities affected as our communities grow. 
 

Over the last couple of months, I have been working with Tetbury Town Council and the Feoffees regarding the 
highways water runoff which is affecting the pond at the Millennium Green – lack of silt traps and silt build up, 

potential for flooding and water flow as the water flows towards Wiltshire Bridge. 
 

Earlier this month I met with Chris Gregory, who is working on the District Council backed Tetbury Town 
Centre project, I encourage all businesses in Tetbury to check out the QR code (on the leaflet or via Tetbury 

Town Council Facebook page) and answer the very short survey.  This work aims to support the town in 

developing the high street shops and businesses. 
 

I continue to work closely with County Councillor Ian Watson and Gloucestershire County Council and the 

current position on matters outstanding include: 
 

• Street lighting arrangements, pavements and speed limit for Cirencester Road, as the GP Surgery is 

developed – later this month I am attending a meeting onsite with representatives from GCC to discuss 
the issues. 

• Highways Department – coordination of jobs in the ward. 

• Highways Signage – whilst some signage has been replaced some remains outstanding. 

• Protection of historic Tank Traps in the pavements of the town – I have provided mapping information 
to ensure that these are not damaged when street works take place 

 

Full details of agenda and backing papers for District Council meetings are available on the Cotswold District 

Council website – www.cotswold.gov.uk – please search Meetings and select the meeting required. To watch 
the meeting please search Live Council Meetings and Webcasts and select Webcasts.  
 

Forthcoming Meetings –  
 

• Planning & Licensing – 12th November 2.00pm 

• Overview & Scrutiny – 17th November 4.00pm 

• Cabinet – 20th November 6.00pm 

• Council – 26th November 2.00pm 

• Cabinet – 26th November 6.00pm 

• Overview & Scrutiny – 1st December 2.00pm 

• Audit & Governance – 4th December 4.00pm 

• Planning & Licensing – 10th December 2.00pm 

Keeping Up to Date 

Please sign up to the CDC Town and Parish Council mailing l ist. 

http://www.cotswold.gov.uk/


District Councillor Report November 2025   

Ian Watson 

Tetbury Town Ward 

 

Cotswold District Council – Liberal Democrat Group Report 

November 2025 Review & December Outlook 

1. Local Plan Consultation – Housing Targets 

November has been dominated by the launch of the Local Plan Regulation 18 Consultation. 

• Preferred Option: Deliver 14,660 new homes by 2043, with potential for an additional 7,280 

homes beyond 2043 across seven strategic sites. 

• Challenges: Over 80% of the district is designated National Landscape, making 

development highly constrained. 

• Public Consultation: Runs 14 November 2025 – 2 January 2026. Public exhibitions start 28 

November in Mickleton, followed by Moreton, Fairford, and Cirencester in December. 

 Leader Cllr Mike Evemy stressed the importance of community engagement: 

“We need to work as one community in the face of unrealistic housing targets imposed by 

government.”  

2. Standing Up for Farmers 

The Council reaffirmed its commitment to supporting local farmers amid concerns over proposed 

inheritance tax reforms. 

• Government plans to introduce a 20% tax on estates over £1m from April 2026 sparked 

fears for family farms. 

• Cllr Evemy wrote to the Chancellor urging a rethink; recent reports suggest the threshold 

may rise to £5m or £10m for couples, which would ease pressure on rural communities. 

 The Lib Dem group continues to advocate for fair, pragmatic policies that protect farming families 

and rural economies. 

3. Cabinet Decisions 

At the 6 November Cabinet meeting, councillors approved: 



• Local Plan Consultation Document updates to reflect feedback from town and parish 

councils. 

• A seven-week consultation period to ensure transparency and early dialogue on 

infrastructure needs (transport, schools, healthcare). 

 Vote: 6 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstentions.  

 

4. Environmental & Planning Updates 

• The Council continues to enforce biodiversity net gain requirements in planning decisions. A 

recent appeal for a dwelling in Moreton was dismissed partly due to location and landscape 

impact, reinforcing our commitment to sustainable development.  

• Work is underway on technical reports assessing strategic development locations and 

infrastructure viability to inform the Local Plan. [cotswold.gov.uk] 

 

Looking Ahead – December 2025 

December offers opportunities for councillors to engage with residents at festive events and 

consultation sessions: 

• Local Plan Exhibitions:  

o Mickleton – 28 Nov 

o Moreton-in-Marsh – early Dec 

o Fairford & Cirencester – mid-Dec 

• Community Events:  

o Spectacle of Light at Sudeley Castle (21 Nov – 30 Dec) 

o Cirencester Advent Market & Lights Switch-On (29–30 Nov) 

o Christmas Meeting at Cheltenham Racecourse (12–13 Dec) 

o Winchcombe Christmas Festival (28–29 Nov) 

o Numerous markets, concerts, and Santa’s Grotto events across the district.  

 

Key Dates 

• 14 Nov – 2 Jan: Local Plan Consultation open. 

• 28 Nov onwards: Public exhibitions across the district. 

• Throughout Dec: Festive events and engagement opportunities. 

 

https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/media/mayhmq4n/c-3-6-1-assessment-of-broad-strategic-development-locations-nov-2025.pdf


FULL COUNCIL – Monday 17th November 2025 
Agenda 22.  Correspondence Received – Roz Savage MP 

Good afternoon,  
 
I’d like to thank you for everything you do across our communities, from parish projects 
and local initiatives to the many ways you’re supporting residents' day to day. Your work 
is invaluable and I’m keen that we continue strengthening how we work together across 
the South Cotswolds. 
 
My office is always looking for opportunities to join you at local events, celebrate 
community successes, and highlight the brilliant work happening across our towns and 
villages. If there are any upcoming events, you’d like me to know about, or where you’d 
like me to attend, please do let us know.  
 
I’d also like to ensure that councillors are kept in the loop on casework relating to their 
wards. Working closely together helps us identify trends, raise issues more effectively 
with local authorities, and make sure residents’ voices are heard. 
 
If you’re aware of a local issue that might benefit from my involvement - whether 
through casework, a Parliamentary Question, an Early Day Motion, or some other kind 
of special acknowledgment for a resident or community group - I’d be delighted to hear 
from you. My team can also help arrange visits to Parliament for local groups and 
councillors who’d like to see how things work behind the scenes. 
 
Stronger South Cotswolds — what it is & how to use it 
 
Stronger South Cotswolds is our practical, partnership-led initiative, supporting local 
renewal and resilience across the towns and villages of the South Cotswolds. Given the 
shortage of funding in national and local government, it’s an opportunity to tap into the 
energy and resourcefulness in our communities, while providing a forum for knowledge-
sharing and cross-pollination of ideas. As time goes on, I’m planning to build this into a 
showcase of what’s possible at the constituency level when local communities are 
empowered to help themselves. 
 
A directory and interactive map of local groups, services, charities, and warm spaces 
A shared calendar for community events and volunteering opportunities 
A “Local Legends” showcase to celebrate residents and organisations making a 
difference 
Signposts to grants, consultations, and toolkits that councils and community leaders 
can use 
 
How councillors can help: 
Send us groups to add (contact details, activity, and location) 
Flag events Roz should know about or attend 
Nominate Local Legends for a shout-out 
Share ward updates or consultations residents should see 
Suggest joint ward walkabouts / community drop-ins where MP presence would help 
 
 

https://www.strongersouthcotswolds.co.uk/


FULL COUNCIL – Monday 17th November 2025 
Agenda 22.  Correspondence Received – Roz Savage MP 

The best way to contact us is at roz.savage.mp@parliament.uk, and my team will make 
sure your message reaches the right person. 
 
 

mailto:roz.savage.mp@parliament.uk




FULL COUNCIL – Monday 17th November 2025 
Agenda 22. Correspondence Received – Powers to clean up local politics 

Tough new powers to clean up local politics   
Sweeping reforms will strengthen standards and rebuild confidence in local government. 

From: 
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, Alison McGovern MP and The Rt 
Hon Steve Reed OBE MP 

 
Published 11 November 2025 
 
• Sweeping reforms will strengthen standards and rebuild confidence in local 
government. 

• Local authorities will gain powers to suspend councillors and mayors for 
serious misconduct and to withhold allowances where behaviour falls short. 

• Changes follow overwhelming public support, with 94% respondents backing a 
mandatory code of conduct – as part of wider plans for national renewal. 

Councillors and mayors who repeatedly break the rules or commit serious misconduct will face 
tougher sanctions under proposals published today to clean up local politics and restore public 
confidence.   

Plans for a wholesale reform of the current standards regime will see government tackling 
widespread concerns head-on. This includes the inconsistent use of rules on behaviour and the lack 
of effective sanctions for those who breach their codes of conduct, which has undermined people’s 
confidence in local government for too long.  

This year alone, two separate councillors were convicted of serious offences and remained in post 
until receiving prison sentences because there were no powers to suspend them.   

Rooting out bad actors within local authorities and providing the powers to quickly deal with 
misbehaviour will mean that focus can remain firmly on delivering for residents.   

Secretary of State for Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, Steve Reed, said: 

“I know firsthand the dedication and talent within our local authorities up and down the country. 

“But when a small minority behave badly, it’s a disservice to those hardworking councillors and to 
taxpayers – distracting from the incredible work happening in our communities every day. 

“We must clean up local politics by rooting out those who bring the system into disrepute. These 
reforms will give councils and mayoral authorities the power to do exactly that.” 

The consultation response, published today, outlines the government’s proposals to strengthen 
sanctions available to local authorities, including new powers to suspend councillors for serious 
misconduct for up to six months and withholding allowances, ensuring taxpayers’ money is not 
wasted on councillors who are in breach of the code of conduct.   

Crucially, a mandatory code of conduct will apply to all types and tiers of local authority in England, 
ensuring that everyone, everywhere is held to the same high standard.    

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ministry-of-housing-communities-local-government
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/alison-mcgovern
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/steve-reed
https://www.gov.uk/government/people/steve-reed
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Minister of State for Local Government and Homelessness, Alison McGovern, said: 

“The vast majority of councillors are dedicated public servants working hard for their communities. 
These reforms will raise the bar and ensure swift, fair action where it’s needed most. 

“Residents deserve the highest standards from their representatives, and those standing for election 
deserve more back up when things go wrong. 

“With Town Hall austerity for the poorest places, and rising abuse, being a local councillor is harder 
than ever.  But our country needs local leaders who will stand up for people.  These changes are the 
first step on the road to recovery for local democracy. 

“These measures will help create a safer, more respectful environment that builds trust and helps 
attract the best and brightest talent into local government, giving residents the representation they 
deserve.” 

The proposed reforms will also respond to challenges faced by local authorities since the 2011 
Localism Act came into effect which has left councils’ hands tied in instances of 
handling misconduct, allowing councillors under criminal investigation for sexual assault and 
harassment to remain in post.    

The consultation revealed widespread support for change, with 94% of respondents backing a 
mandatory code of conduct and 86% supporting powers to suspend councillors for serious 
breaches.    

The government response confirms intention to legislate to introduce these measures alongside a 
requirement for principal authorities to establish and maintain standards committees, interim 
suspension powers, support for complainants, and a national appeals function.    

Today’s measures go hand-in-hand with the government’s wider reform agenda to empower local 
areas through devolution and the grassroots revolution via the landmark Pride in Place strategy – 
delivering on a decade of national renewal.  

Further information 

• The consultation received 2,092 responses from across the local government sector 

• The full government response is available here: Strengthening the standards and conduct 
framework for local authorities in England - GOV.UK 

• Necessary legislation will be brought forward when parliamentary time allows. 

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fconsultations%2Fstrengthening-the-standards-and-conduct-framework-for-local-authorities-in-england&data=05%7C02%7CCelia.Forbes%40communities.gov.uk%7C427f2446879e491e42a008de204c1ed4%7Cbf3468109c7d43dea87224a2ef3995a8%7C0%7C0%7C638983708500584090%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6NzgrjwUQvkteCHK3FjCVrKttk6xJJl2THzIc0BXplo%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fconsultations%2Fstrengthening-the-standards-and-conduct-framework-for-local-authorities-in-england&data=05%7C02%7CCelia.Forbes%40communities.gov.uk%7C427f2446879e491e42a008de204c1ed4%7Cbf3468109c7d43dea87224a2ef3995a8%7C0%7C0%7C638983708500584090%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6NzgrjwUQvkteCHK3FjCVrKttk6xJJl2THzIc0BXplo%3D&reserved=0


Full Council – Monday 17th November 2025 
Correspondence Received – Neighbourhood Plan 

I note that a group is being formed, to draft some recommendation related to the Local 
Plan consultation. 
 
The current Neighbourhood Plan is now so old, that it is irrelevant.  Clearly the Policies 
in the new Local Plan, will influence the next Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
The easiest way to approach matters, is that the group becomes the neculas of a group 
to commence a total renewal of the Neighborhood Plan. Obviously at least one 
representative on behalf of Tetbury Upton would need to be added, as the existing 
Neighbourhood Plan is a joint one. 
 
Given the Tetbury focus, towards Local Government reorganisation, of working with 
other Parishes, beyond Tetbury Upton, it would be logical to see if any of those other 
Parishes, would like to form part of a revised Neighborhood Plan area.  The current area 
only being Tetbury, and Tetbury Upton. 
 
If other Parishes did wish to become part of an enlarged Neighborhood Plan designated 
area, then from the the end date of the current stage of the Local Plan consultation, the 
Local Plan advisory Group, should become the Neighbourhood Plan Group, with that 
being their focus. 
 
When future Local Plan consultations take place, the Group would also have the 
responsibility of advising on views to be given, about the Local Plan consultation. The 
Local Plan, and Neighbourhood Plan, when adopted, are together the Local Plan for a 
Neighborhood Plan Area.  The Neighbourhood Plan has to be in general conformity to 
the Local Plan itself, and is intended to add local specific policies, that can in some 
cases, for example include allocations for residential, that are not included in the Local 
Plan, but are within the Neighborhood Plan. NArea specific policies can also be 
included, that are not within the main Local Plan. Those cannot contradict the main 
Local Plan. 
 
To allocate land for housing, for example, the adoption of the Neighborhood Plan, has 
to be after the adoption of the Local Plan. It would not be relevant that allocation was 
not in the Local Plan, provided that the NP remains in general conformity with the Local 
Plan.  An example of not being in general conformity, is that a Neighborhood Plan could 
not deallocate a residential allocation in the Local Plan. 
 
The suggested composition of the NP advisory group should I think be a majority of 
Members from Tetbury, and one each from the Parishes. That would be a reflection of 
the population, and Tetbury providing the services, that surrounding Parishes use. 
 
To keep things very focused, the group the group should be no more than 8.  No Parish 
would be required to provide a member, but they would be expected to make their 
views known about the NP, at key stages. 
 
In reality updating the NP, with or without extension, would i believe be relatively 
easy.  Unlike other Neighbourhoods,  who have prepared a Neighbourhood Plan, not 
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much funding should be used for professional expertise. The Government have now 
withdrawn funding from the NP preparation process, so the cost is wholly bourne by the 
NP area. 
 
Neighbourhood CIL, can be used to provide necessary funding for some professional 
expertise, if that is felt to be needed.  I personally think that is not needed, and is a 
waste of money. 
 
Neighbourhood CIL, can be used for the cost related to the carrying out the necessary 
referendum, before adoption. That can also be the source for the cost of the 
Independent Inspector, which i also think now has to be funded locally. 
 
Some Neighborhoods have produced their own Design guides via Consultants.  Given 
the very prescriptive Cotswold Design Guide, that will have to be revised as part of the 
Local Plan, having a Neighbourhood Design Guide, is unnecessary, and wasteful of 
money (all that has to be stated, is that the NP, will be in accordance with the Cotswold 
Design Guide).  The waste of money being compound, as Consultants are 
always/usually used to produce the Neighborhood Design Guides. 
 
A well produced NP should be able to produce a list of items (not costed), that over 5 
years, that are anticipated to be priorities for Neighbourhood CIL, as well as list of ideas 
up to 10 years. To me that is a key purpose of a Neighborhood Plan.  Some others i have 
seen in CDC, are very glossy, and clearly prepared by planning consultants. Those 
invariably needlessly repeat policy from the Local Plan, with some local amplification. 
 
The target for the adoption of the NP, should be within 3 months after the adoption of 
the Local Plan, that leading to a target date of April 2028. 
 
Please relay my thoughts to the Councillors. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Town and Parish Councillors and Clerks, 

 

I am pleased to inform you of the forthcoming public consultation – Cotswold District 

Local Plan Update (Regulation 18) Preferred Option Consultation – which will be 

available for public comment from 14 November 2025 until 2 January 2026.  

Local councils must prepare a Local Plan that sets out a vision and framework for the 

future development of their area. A Local Plan is a legal requirement and the starting 

point for determining planning applications.  

 

Cotswold District Council is updating its adopted Local Plan in light of mandatory 

government-imposed housing targets. The government now calculates that more than 

twice the number of homes are needed in the district than the council was previously 

planning for, which currently equates to a total target of 18,650 additional new homes for 

the new Local Plan period, which will run up to 2043 and beyond. 

 

In July, the council voted unanimously to proceed with a full update to the Local Plan, at 

pace so that the district regains a five-year housing land supply. An updated Local Plan 

will guard against piecemeal, speculative development and ensure that new housing 

comes with the sort of infrastructure that enables communities to thrive. 

 

It also provides residents in the district a chance to have their say at different points in the 

evolution of the Local Plan, meaning future development is shaped by the people who 

live here, not just by developers and landowners. 

    

11 November 2025 

 

Our ref: Reg 18 Consultation 2025    

When calling please ask for : Planning Policy and Infrastructure Team 

Tel: 01285 623000 

E-mail:  local.plan@cotswold.gov.uk 

 

 



 

This upcoming consultation is about issues and options when it comes to locating new 

development and meeting the government’s target. The council is asking for feedback on  

different development strategy options to meet the target. These options include a 

preferred strategy option. Each option provides indicative housing figures based on 

high-level proposals for each settlement or area.  

 

The consultation identifies broad areas for housing growth, but does not specify sites. 

Sites will be proposed and consulted on in 2026, when the council will present a full draft 

of the plan for feedback, before submission to the Secretary of State for examination by 

an independent planning inspector in December 2026.  

 

The upcoming consultation consists of:  

• A consultation document that looks at a series of development scenarios to 

address the council’s development needs up to 2043, and proposes the Council’s 

preferred scenario, (please note, several of the scenarios – including the preferred 

scenario – include strategic sites of 500 or more homes that would likely continue 

being built after 2043). The consultation document also considers development 

needs beyond conventional housing and an updated Vision and Objectives for the 

Local Plan. This consultation document has a range of supporting background 

documents including: 

o Site Allocation Selection Methodology  

o Integrated Impact Assessment 

o Habitat Regulations Assessment 

o Settlement Role and Function Study 

o Assessment of Broad Strategic Development Locations  

o Development Strategy Options Technical Report 

o Guide to Submitting Comments 

 

• A Call for Sites that invites people to propose sites that can help deliver 

development needs up to 2043. This can include land for housing, employment, 

renewable energy etc. 

 

The consultation period will run from: 

• Friday 14th November 2025 until Friday 2nd January 2026 (11:59pm) 

 

You will be notified when the consultation documents and supporting evidence become 

available on our new online consultation system your.cotswold.gov.uk and the council’s 

website. 

 

https://your.cotswold.gov.uk/en-GB/
https://cotswold.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/local-plan-news-and-consultation/
https://cotswold.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/local-plan-news-and-consultation/


 

Paper copies of the consultation documents as listed above, will also be available to view 

at all the libraries in the district and at the District Council offices in Cirencester (Trinity 

Road, GL7 1PX) and Moreton-in-Marsh (Moreton Area Centre, High Street, Moreton-in-

Marsh, GL56 0AZ).   

 

PUBLIC EVENTS  

Public exhibitions will be held on: 

• Friday 28th November from 2pm until 7pm at King George’s Hall, Chapel Lane, 

Mickleton, GL55 6SU 

• Friday 5th December from 2pm until 7pm at St David’s Centre, Moreton-in-Marsh 

GL56 0LT 

• Thursday 11th December from 2pm until 7pm at Fairford Community Centre, High 

Street, Fairford GL7 4AF 

• Thursday 18th December from 2pm until 7pm at Corinium Museum, Park Street, 

Cirencester, GL7 2BX  

 

As ever, we look forward to your response as part of this process, and we would 

appreciate your support in helping to make this consultation a success by sharing the 

information with your local communities and businesses. If you have any queries, please 

contact the Planning Policy Team at Cotswold District Council on Tel: 01285 623000 or 

email: local.plan@cotswold.gov.uk. 

 

Yours faithfully,  

 

 

 

Cllr Juliet Layton 

Cabinet Member for Planning and Regulatory Services  

 

 

https://goo.gl/maps/j2yrvchL4Mq
mailto:local.plan@cotswold.gov.uk
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Dear Clerks, 
 
GAPTC gives advance notice of the GAPTC and NALC membership fees structure for the year 
2026/27 to enable membership councils and others to budget; we have made a number of 
revisions following input from our members: 
 
•            Introduction of an upper limit of £4,000 
•            Introduction of a lower limit of £100 
•            GAPTC's membership fee for 2026/27 increases to 0.3557 pence/elector 
•            NALC affiliation fee increases to 0.0864 pence/elector 
•            Continued discount of 10% for CiLCA qualified Clerks, and 5% for members who hold 
the Local Council Award Scheme 
 
GAPTC is committed to delivering a quality service across its activities, training, advice, and 
support to Councils. 
 
Membership invoices will be issued in February 2026. 
 



FULL COUNCIL – Monday 17th November 2025 
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1. Living close to Suffolk Close, I have noted the low use of the play space.  Improvements are 
obviously worthwhile. However, the quoted cost is absorbent. I would have expected a good job to 
be done at a far lower cost. 
 
I note the basic play space at Highfields, for 250 dwellings. Suffolk Close play space will be used by 
those from far fewer dwellings. I obviously do not know what is planned, but the cost appears 
absorbent, when compared to the need. 
 
Whilst the use of Neighbourhood CIL, is much looser than Strategic CIL held by CDC, my 
understanding is that there must still be a link to growth. As Suffolk Close is related to historical 
population, not new, i would question the legality of spending Neighborhood CIL on the play space 
at Suffolk Close.  A definitive answer should be sought from the CIL officer at CDC. 
 
The need for play facilities for the new residential at Highfields, was provided by the on - site play 
equipment within the Highfields Estate.  The Highfield development is irrelevant to Suffolk Close   
 
2. The speed watch cameras are a good idea.  If Bath Road was rejected due to lack of data, please 
note that the planning application for the 8 units, adjoining the new residential on Bath Road, 
provides a whole lot of recorded data, about speeding cars. 
 
In association with that application, i have requested that the 30 mph sign leading into Tetbury, is 
changed from the bridge to before the new 8 residential units. Leaving the the Town, the 30 mph, is 
also changed to just past the 8 units.  The cost for the traffic order, and signage to be bourne by the 
developer under a Section 106 Agreement. 
Part of the works also to include two 30 mph smiley face signs. A speed watch camera if funded from 
elsewhere, would be a complementing addition. 
 
I do not yet know if CDC will insist on a Section 106 Agreement.  A lot will depend on the view of 
GCC.  If memory serves me right, altering the 30 mph through a Traffic Order, was attempted when 
the new residential was being constructed on Bath Road.  At that time, I think that a traffic order 
was rejected, due to lack of evidence (the rather ridgid, no deaths, or serious accident, no Traffic 
Order). 
 
3. With regards to TESCO car parking being partly used for Town parking, care is needed, as over the 
next few years Tetbury will inevitably grow. Whilst currently the car parking at TESCOs is more than 
is currently needed, that will change going forward. 
 
I did previously suggest that it would be possible to extend the car parking at the Goods Shed, for 
about 20 cars. That being by extending the car park,  further away from the Goods Shed. That would 
result in the loss of some small trees, and shrubs, but stop before the first significant tree is met. 
 
There is much scope for compensating tree planting. The other aspect is that some of the Picnic 
tables would have to be relocated.  My suggestion received a very frosty reception from the person, 
either the person in charge of the Car Parking Group or Tara.  The case against my idea, being based 
on the loss of green space to hard surfacing, and loss of greenery. 
 
As noted the greenery could be replaced. The loss of the grass, is not so significant, that it would 
justify a rejection of something that helps to solve a problem. 
 



FULL COUNCIL – Monday 17th November 2025 
Agenda 22. Correspondence received – various items 

Quite bizarrely the existing lease to CDC, runs until the 2090s, at a peppercorn rent.  There is no 
clause to prevent CDC charging for car parking, nor the lease being renegotiated if they do. 
 
I did communicate with CDC in the past about this bizarre situation. I even suggested a logical 
alternative of low charges, with the charge agreed by TCC, and the money  split 50/50 between CDC, 
and  
GCC.   
 
In order to protect businesses, i also suggested that there could be a proportion of reduced season 
tickets for them (3, 6,9, or 12 months). Spaces would not be reserved, so business being able to use 
the car parking, would be dependant on the usage by all users. 
 
To protect the users of the Goods Shed, i suggest that by a ticket from the Goods Shed, including the 
Cafe they could have free parking.  Finally, my suggestion was that the charging should be limited to 
9 to 4, Monday to Friday, and also not on Bank Holidays.  CDC would monitor the car park, as they 
do with other car parks they operate in Tetbury. 
 
I am sure that i did relay the outcome of my communication to you.  In summary it was that the very 
unusual length of the lease was recognised (I think that it was for over 90 years), and if Tetbury 
Town Council wanted to renegotiate, they should contact CDC.  
 
My theory is that encouraging businesses to continue to use the Goods As Shed car parking, that 
hopefully would be larger, will free up space from other car parks  
 
My distinct impression was that lower than elsewhere charges, limited charging period, and a season 
ticket for business, and free parking for Good Shed Users, would be seen as appropriate, with the 
peppercorn rent remaining, and TCC being the ones to agree the charging structure negotiated 
between the parties.  CDC would remain responsible for the upkeep of the car park. 
 
As to the cost of the works, it could either be off - set through future income, with TCC receiving all 
the money charged for the first year, or checking with the CDC CIL officer, it would be an appropriate 
use of Neighbourhood CIL. 
 
I cannot envisage CDC planners rejecting a proposal, as compensating tree planing would take place, 
and a Net Biodiversity gain would be easy to achieve in the vicinity. The development would as also 
only be taking place, as part of the add solution to an issue. 
 
It would obviously be inappropriate to reserve car parking spaces for residents in a public car 
park.  On Street reserved, by a residents permit is a matter of for GCC, not CDC nor TTC. 
 
Finally, my observation is that Priory Way and the Dansells, has capacity for at least 30 cars, with 
that car parking being close to the centre, and free. It always amazes me, that free car parking 
capacity is not used. 
 



FULL COUNCIL – Monday 17th December 2025 
Agenda 22. Correspondence Received – Thank you. 

Dear Tetbury Town Council 
 
I pass your team quite a lot as I walk through Tetbury.  They have just been trimming the 
Hedges/mowing etc on the Shepherds Mead part of Tetbury.  Just wanted to say what a 
fantastic job they always do (everywhere in Tetbury).  They keep the town looking 
beautiful.  Can you please thank them.  The two green areas by Shepherds Mead have been 
done to perfection.  It must be quite hard making everywhere look good.  Thank you to 
them (and whoever organises this internally). 
 



FULL COUNCIL – Monday 17th November 2025 
Agenda 22. Update on Railway Carriage  

"The Goods Shed community arts centre, opened in 2017, has established itself as a wonderful asset 
at the heart of the town, providing paid employment, life-enhancing volunteering opportunities, and 
bringing top-class evening performances and daytime community entertainment to the people of 
Tetbury and surrounding area.  
Work started in October 2025 within the Shed’s restored railway carriage - supported by funds 
gratefully received from the Community Infrastructure Levy - to install a visiting performers’ 
cloakroom, an important addition to its use as the Artistes' Green Room, and also a reconfigured 
internal space that can be hired locally for classroom-style events and workshops in the future to 
provide a future income stream.  
With a number of local tradesmen to be co-ordinated, some unexpected extra work being identified 
to make the carriage useable for the future (costing an additional sum that the Trust has had to 
find), and a 75-year-old Finnish Railway Carriage's quirky interior and exterior features, final 
completion is not expected before December, which is longer than had been anticipated but the end 
is in sight."           
 





November 2025 

  

Tetbury Town and Tetbury Upton Parish Councils – 

Points discussed at April 2024 Meeting 
 

 

 

 

- Housing need and affordability nationally and locally, including Tetbury itself; 

 

- Provision of footpath access to and from the town centre; 

 

- Importance of landscaping for the approach into Tetbury along Hampton Street; 

 

- Access for vehicles to be exclusively off Hampton Street; 

 

- Providing an appropriate level of lighting, particularly for footpaths; 

 

- Associated impacts on infrastructure and local services; 

 

- Surface water drainage; 

 

- Highways and Traffic Movement; and 

 

- Particular importance to landscaping due to Site location in the National Landscape. 
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