Tetbury

Town Council

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FINANCE & SCRUTINY COMMITTEE
Held at The Old Courthouse, 63 Long Street, Tetbury, Glos GL8 8AA
Monday 13t October 2025 at 7pm

Present

Town Councillors: M Baker (Chair), J Taylor (Vice Chair) R Smith, C Pearce, S Scott
Officers: J Hunt (Locum Clerk)

Public: one member of the public | Watson

FSO01. 10/25 Apologies for absence: A Figueiredo, L Farnham, P Burrell, Z Baker
FS02. 10/25 Declarations of Interest: None

FS03. 10/25 Public Consultation: | Watson asked on behalf of a resident if the Council would
consider adopting the Highfields estate open spaces and managing it in perpetuity once the estate
has been completed by Miller Homes? There would be some accrual funds from the management
company currently £12,000. With potentially £15,000 more when Miller Homes recompense RMG
for works that should have been organized by Miller Homes directly, or If the Highfields estate
retains a management company (and replaces directors with resident directors), would TTC consider
being a supplier to maintain the estate and potentially more revenue via the Highfields Management
Company that would pay it. next agenda.

Another resident presented a plan he has started a carbon neutral recycling company to replace
existing companies serving the town. He will present at the next full council meeting.

FS04. 10/25 To approve the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 8" September 2025:
Proposed Councillor J Taylor seconded Councillor R Smith to approve the minutes of the meeting
held on Monday 8" September 2025

‘ Voting Record: For— 4 Against—0 Abstentions — 1 Absent - 4

FS05. 10/25 To note action points from previous meetings:

Police Museum (FS07.06/24)— meeting on Wednesday 22" October

Building Working Group (FS11. 11.24&TC11. 12/24) —. On-going

IT Provider (FS15. 03/25) — On-going

Budget Requirements — Telephone awaiting termination costs. Van costs agenda item 11

FS06. 10/25 To note Bank Reconciliation and Financial Summary for September 2025:

As of 30" September 2025, it was noted that TTC Current Account held £48,815.92, TTC Deposit
Account £295,964.06, Contingency Funds £92,224.46, Police Museum £12,522.59, CIL and Buildings
Maintenance £81,751.72. The Visitor Information Centre account held £2,280.06.

The second installment of the precept has now been received with £75,000.00 being transferred to
the TTC Deposit Account.

FS07. 10/25 To approve October payments and estimate transfer of funds:

It was noted that Tetbury Town Council payments for October amounted to £33,348.29 VIC
payments for October amounted to £2,498.73, Police Museum amounted to £3,414.85. Credit Card
statement has not been received.
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The September Credit Card amounted to £446.20.

It was requested that a transfer of funds of £20,000 from TTC Deposit Account to TTC Current
Account and a transfer of funds of £2,500 from TTC Deposit Account to VIC Account. It was
proposed by Councillor S Scott, seconded by Councillor J Taylor to approve the October payments
and the transfer of £20,000 from the TTC Deposit Account to TTC Current Account and £2,500 from
the TTC Deposit Account to the VIC Account.

‘ Voting Record: For-5 Against— 0 Abstentions — 0 Absent - 4 ‘

FS08. 10/25 To allocate two Councillors to sign off October and November payments: Councillor J
Taylor and Councillor S Scott agreed to sign off the October and November payments

FS09. 10/25 To note income and expenditure for Quarter 2 of the 2025/2026: The income and
expenditure for quarter 2 of 2025/2026 accounts were noted. Councillors queried the overspend on
insurance.

FS10. 10/25 To note response from External Auditor (PKF Littlejohn) on Annual Governance &
Accountability Return (AGAR): The external auditor’s response was noted.

FS11. 10/25 To discuss new vehicle requirements for the Grounds Team and implications to the
budget: After some discussion it was agreed that leasing a new vehicle was not a viable option.
Councillors also questioned why the option was for a van not a pick-up. Proposed by Councillor M
Baker seconded Councillor J Taylor to investigate the outright purchase of a van either new or used.

‘ Voting Record: For-5 Against— 0 Abstentions — 0 Absent - 4 ‘

FS12. 10/25 To discuss budget requirements for 2026/2027: The proposed budget figures were
discussed; Councillors requested more information on the insurance increase and requested the CEO
endeavors to find the original agreement for works in St Saviors and St Marys church yards. The
stationery costs were also queried. It was noted that work to reduce the IT and telephone costs is
ongoing. To Full Council.

FS13. 10/25 To discuss and recommend to the Heritage, Environment and Community Committee
the grant request from Tetbury Christmas Lights: Councillors requested more information from the
Christmas Lights committee.

FS14. 10/25 To discuss and recommend to Full Council grant application form: It was proposed to
recommend the grant application form to full council with the amendment ‘For grants over £500 a
member of the Finance and Scrutiny committee will be allocated as your main point of contact to
receive updates on all progress and financial costings of the grant request’ Proposed Councillor S
Scott seconded Councillor C Pearce

Voting Record: For—5 Against— 0 Abstentions— 0 Absent - 4
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FS15. 10/25 To discuss telephone contract and cost implications to exit agreement: On going.
Councillors asked the CEO to produce a schedule of all contracts over £1000 per annum with expiry
dates for the November meeting.

FS16. 10/25 To discuss and recommend to Full Council Devolution Working Group Remit: It was
agreed to recommend the Devolution Working Group remit to full council. Proposed Councillor J
Taylor seconded Councillor S Scott.

‘ Voting Record: For-5 Against— 0 Abstentions — 0 Absent - 4 ‘

FS17. 10/25 Correspondence Received: No correspondence received

FS18. 10/25 Councillor Reports: Councillor J Taylor queried why there was no Council article in the
October Advertiser, the CEO had queried this, awaiting response. Future articles will not be
submitted monthly.

Councillors also questioned the outcome of talks with the Goods Shed as a possible meeting venue
for Council. CEO to confirm.

FS19. 10/25 Items for the next meeting: Van costs, Telephone, IT supplier, staff working group
update, Contracts over £1000

FS20. 10/25 Date of next meeting Monday 10" November 2025, 7pm, Tetbury Library, Glose
Gardens:

FS21. 10/25 Exclusion of the Public and Press to allow discussion of confidential business: It was
proposed by Councillor S Scott seconded Councillor M Baker that under Section 1(2) of the Public
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the Public and Press be excluded from the Meeting for the
following items of business on the grounds they involved the likely disclosure of confidential
information (as defined in paragraphs (1) and (2) of Part | of Schedule 12A to Section 100A(4) of the
Local Government Act 1972 [Information relating to an individual and Information relating to the
financial or business affairs of any particular person]), and that the public interest in maintaining the
exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information concerned.

| Voting Record: For—-5 Against — 0 Abstentions — 0 Absent - 4

Meeting closed 8.15pm

FS22. 10/25 To approve Closed Session minutes of the meeting held on Monday 8™ September
2025:

FS23. 10/25 To note Staff Working Group Updates: Deferred to November meeting
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