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Heritage Environment & Community Committee – 6th October 2025 

Present: 
Town Councillors: Z Baker (Chair), N Ind, I Watson, C Pearce, and R Smith. 
Officers: V Bolwell (EO) 
Public: One member of public – Cllr M Baker. 
 
HEC01. 10/25 To receive and accept any apologies for absence: 
Cllr S Sanderson – Holiday -received and accepted. 
M Marsh – Curator – received and accepted. 
 
HEC02. 10/25 Public Consultation:  
A member of the public requested a copy of the contract between consultancy specialising in 
cemetery and crematorium development management and environmental services CDS Group and 
Tetbury Town Council. The Executive Officer (EO) was unsure whether this information could be 
shared and advised that clarification would be sought from the Chief Executive Officer (CEO). 
 
Councillor M. Baker used the public consultation as an opportunity to express support for agenda 
item 10, encouraging fellow councillors to back the initiative. 
 
HEC03. 10/25 Declarations of Interest: 

None. 

HEC04. 10/25 To approve the Minutes of the Heritage, Environment and Community meeting held 
on Monday 1st September 2025: It was proposed by Cllr Rodney Smith seconded by Cllr Ian Watson 
to approve the minutes of the Heritage, Environment and Community meeting held on Monday 1st 
September 2025. 
 

Voting record                For 4                           Against 0                       Abstain 1                         Absent 3 

 
HEC05. 10/25 To note Budget, spend to date and forecast spend: 
Noted. 
Councillor N. Ind raised concerns regarding the Police Museum budget. Specifically, the 
'Memberships' budget line is currently at 270%. 170% over its allocated amount. Clarification was 
requested on whether this has been correctly budgeted for in the 2026/27 financial year. 
 
Councillor Z. Baker requested that the Chief Executive Officer be consulted regarding the 'Training' 
budget line in the Police Museum budget, as there appear to be two entries listed. 
 
Councillor C Pearce has requested the outstanding balance for S106 Town Centre 4476. 
 
Councillor N. Ind raised concerns regarding the VIC budget line for 'Website', which is currently over 
100%. A query was raised as to whether this overspend relates to the updating of addresses. 
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HEC06. 10/25 To note Heritage, Environment community Action Plan from previous meeting: 
Noted.  
HR10. 04/24 Vas Sign - removed. 
HR10. 07/24 Food Festival - removed.  
HWY08. 01/25 Reel Oscars - removed. 
HEC08 09/25 Donation Box - removed.  
HE18. 02/25 Finger Pointers - removed.  
 
HEC07. 10/25 To note Visitor Information Centre report:   

Noted. 

The Executive Officer updated the committee on the submission they made earlier this year for the 

South West Tourism, Visitor Information Centre of the Year award. The application highlighted the 

successful relocation of the VIC and its resilience in maintaining a strong presence on the high street. 

The submission was extremely well received, resulting in Tetbury’s VIC being shortlisted as a finalist. 

The winner will be announced on 20th November 2025.  

Cllr Nikki Ind requested that a formal note of thanks be recorded to the Executive Officer for 

entering the Visitor Information Centre into this year’s awards. 

HEC08. 10/25 To note the Police Museum report: 

November Agenda. 

HEC09. 10/25 To note Highways Working Group: 
Noted. 
 
19.20 
It was proposed by Cllr N. Ind and seconded by Cllr I. Watson to suspend standing orders to allow Cllr 
M. Baker to contribute to the discussion on Agenda Item 10. 
 

Voting record                For 5                           Against 0                       Abstain 0                         Absent 2 

 
Cllr M. Baker provided members with a comprehensive overview of the benefits associated with the 
Speedwatch camera initiative. He emphasised that the introduction of the camera would 
significantly reduce the reliance on volunteers, as data collection would become more streamlined 
and efficient. The automated system allows for consistent monitoring without the need for manual 
operation, thereby improving both coverage and accuracy. Cllr Baker expressed his willingness to 
support and assist with the implementation of the Speedwatch camera at this time. 
 
HEC10. 10/25 To discuss and recommend to Full Council the installation of 'Speedwatch' cameras 
in various locations around Tetbury: It was proposed by Cllr Colin Pearce seconded Cllr Ian Watson 
to recommend to Full Council the installation of speed watch cameras in various locations around 
Tetbury and to purchase two of the speed watch cameras (£600 each) and annual maintenance fees 
£160 from Project budget line 4470. 
 

Voting record                For 5                           Against 0                       Abstain 0                         Absent 2 
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HEC11. 10/25 To discuss and approve Play Park equipment provider: 

Cllr C. Pearce raised concerns regarding the proposed play park project, specifically questioning the 

appropriateness of allocating public funds to this initiative when the committee may need to 

prioritise the purchase of burial land. 

Cllr Pearce queried whether the correct procedures had been followed and whether Tetbury Town 

Council holds ownership of the land at Suffolk Close. He requested formal evidence confirming that 

the site belongs to the Council. 

Additionally, Cllr Pearce asked for further data to support the project, including proof that it reflects 

the wishes of the local community. 

Following discussion, the item was suspended and will be revisited at the November agenda. 

HEC12. 10/25 To request from Full Council £20,000 from Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) for 

the development of Suffolk Close Play Park: Deferred till November. 

HEC13. 10/25 To review and approve funding for a planning application concerning the installation 

of a historic sign on Bath Bridge: Members noted that the planning application under discussion is 

not a project initiated by Tetbury Town Council. Cllr Nikki Ind reminded the Committee of its 

responsibility, as the Heritage, Environment & Community Committee, to uphold and protect the 

town’s heritage. The Executive Officer advised that, in accordance with the Local Government Act 

1972, formal approval from the Council is required before she can undertake any work in relation to 

the planning application. Deferred till November.  

HEC14. 10/25 To note Christmas 2025 Switch on Event and approve printing budget for 

advertising: The Committee thanked the Executive Officer for the thorough update and expressed 

their appreciation for the significant progress made. 

It was proposed by Cllr Colin Pearce and seconded by Cllr Rodney Smith to approve £400 towards 

advertising the Christmas Switch-On event, the Christmas Tree Festival, and the Christmas Day 

Dinners. 

Voting record                For 5                           Against 0                       Abstain 0                         Absent 2 

 
HEC15. 10/25 To discuss and approve Royal British Legion Grant Application:  

Cllr Colin Pearce raised concerns regarding the Grant Policy, noting that it states grants cannot be 

awarded annually to the same organisations. The Executive Officer clarified that, under Section 137 

of the Local Government Act 1972, the Royal British Legion is eligible for funding under its own 

statutory power and not subject to the same restriction. Cllr Pearce further noted that the current 

Grant Policy may be inaccurate and requested that the item be referred to Full Council for 

discussion. 

HEC16. 10/25 To discuss and approve Tetbury Christmas Light Grant Application: 

Deferred till November  
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HEC17. 10/25 To consider and support a series of actions aimed at improving parking availability 

for residents, businesses, and visitors in Tetbury:  

Follow a discussion it was proposed by Cllr Zowie Baker seconded by Cllr Nikki Ind to recommend to 

Full council a series of actions aimed at improving parking availability for residents, businesses, and 

visitors in Tetbury.  

Voting record                For 5                           Against 0                       Abstain 0                         Absent 2 

 

HEC18. 10/25 To consider Correspondence: 

Members noted a request from the current Town Crier for support in recruiting a Deputy Town 

Crier. The Committee agreed that this was a positive initiative and supported the proposal in 

principle. 

HEC19. 10/25 To receive members reports: 

Cllr Ian Watson – Members congratulated Cllr Rodney Smith and expressed their sincere 

appreciation for his outstanding efforts in raising over £10,000 in support of Tetbury Hospital. A 

round of applause was given in recognition of this remarkable achievement. 

Cllr Nikki Ind – Can we follow up the reseeding request at the Goods Shed made by Cllr Liz Farnham. 

Cllr Rodney Smith – informed the Committee that he will be selling mistletoe this Christmas to raise 

funds for Tetbury Hospital and will advise members of the date in due course. 

HEC20. 10/25 Items for inclusion on November Agenda: 

Play Park 

Christmas Light Grant  

Bath Bridge Plaque 

HEC21. 10/25 To note the dates and time and date of the next Heritage, Environment and 

Community meeting 7pm Monday 3rd November 2025 at Tetbury Library – Close Gardens – 

Tetbury: Noted. 

 

Chair……………………………………………………………………                                      Date……………………… 

 

 

Meeting ended 8.30pm 


