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Heritage Environment & Community Committee – 1st September 2025 

Present: 
Town Councillors: Z Baker (Chair), S Sanderson (Vice Chair), N Ind, I Watson and R Smith. 
Officers: V Bolwell (EO) 
Public: none. 
 
HEC01. 09/25 To receive and accept any apologies for absence: 
Cllr A Figueredo – none received.  
Cllr C Pearce – holiday – received and accepted. 
M Marsh – Curator – received and accepted. 
 
HEC02. 09/25 Public Consultation:  
None. 
 
HEC03. 09/25 Declarations of Interest: 
None. 

HEC04. 09/25 To approve the Minutes of the Heritage, Environment and Community meeting held 
on Monday 7th July 2025: It was proposed by Cllr Suzanne Sanderson seconded by Cllr Z Baker to 
approve the minutes of the Heritage, Environment and Community meeting held on Monday 7th July 
2025. 
 

Voting record                For 4                           Against 0                       Abstain 1                         Absent 2 
 
HEC05. 09/25 To note Budget, spend to date and forecast spend: 
Noted. 
 
HEC06. 09/25 To note Heritage, Environment community Action Plan from previous meeting: 
Noted.  
 
HEC07. 09/25 To note Visitor Information Centre report:   
Noted. 

HEC08. 09/25 To note the Police Museum report: 
Noted.  

Members discussed the management of the donation boxes and agreed that the keys should be held 
by the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) to ensure secure access. It was further agreed that all monies 
collected should be counted jointly by a member of the office team and the curator. This procedure 
is intended to uphold transparency and strengthen financial oversight in the handling of donations. 
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HEC09. 09/25 To discuss budget requirements 2026/27: 
After debate the members agreed they budget requirements, these will be submitted to Septembers 
Finance and Scrutiny.  
 
Members noted that the committee has not awarded grant funding for some time and discussed 
ways to promote the opportunity more effectively. Cllr N. Ind suggested introducing two annual 
application windows to increase visibility and encourage submissions. The Executive Officer (EO) 
advised that the current grant policy would need to be amended to reflect this change, and 
members agreed. The EO will contact the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) to discuss the necessary 
adjustments to the grant process. 
 
HEC10. 09/25 To discuss Colour Friday – Shop Small Shop Tetbury 2025: 
Due to Cllr A Figueredo absences this item has been rescheduled for October. 
 

HEC11. 09/25 To discuss and approve installation of a Memorial Bench at St Saviours:   
Due to the limited space available at St Saviour’s Graveyard, members acknowledged that the area 
requested cannot be utilised for burial purposes. Subject to confirmation from the gravedigger that 
the space is unsuitable for interment, members agreed to grant permission for the proposed 
installation. 

It was proposed by Cllr Zowie Baker seconded by Cllr Ian Watson to approve the installation of a 
Memorial Bench at St Saviours Graveyard at no cost to the council. 

Voting record                For 5                           Against 0                       Abstain 0                         Absent 4 
 
HEC12. 09/25 To review and approve funding for a planning application concerning the installation 
of a historic sign on Bath Bridge: As a result of insufficient planning evidence, members agreed to 
postpone the item until the meeting scheduled for 6th October 2025. 
 
Cllr Ian Watson agreed to raise the relevant issue with the Heritage Officer at Cotswold District 
Council. 

HEC13. 09/25 To note Christmas 2025 Switch on Event:  
Cllr Ian Watson expressed his appreciation for the Executive Officer’s dedication and efforts over the 
past nine months in preparing for the Christmas event. He formally recognised her commitment and 
extended thanks on behalf of the committee. 

The Executive Officer confirmed that all plans are in place, including the necessary insurances, risk 
assessments, and licences. A Working Group meeting has been scheduled for 17th September, 
during which all stakeholders will be invited to attend. 

Additionally, the Executive Officer sought the committee’s approval to approach a local resident to 
switch on Tetbury’s Christmas lights. The resident’s family has played a significant role in supporting 
and contributing to Tetbury’s Christmas celebrations over several years. Members were supportive 
of the proposal and acknowledged the family’s longstanding involvement. 
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HEC14. 09/25 To discuss the rejuvenation of Suffolk Close Playpark: 
The Executive Officer (EO) informed members that five potential grant funding streams have been 
identified to support a new community initiative. As part of one application, a video blog is required 
to strengthen the submission. The EO requested support from the committee in producing this 
content. 

All members present agreed to participate, provided that the EO supplies scripts and prompts on the 
day to guide their contributions. Members expressed enthusiasm for the project, recognising its 
potential value to the town and looking forward to being involved in this exciting initiative. 

HEC15. 09/25 To consider Correspondence: 
West Street Public conveniences – Noted. 

HEC16. 09/25 To receive members reports:  
Cllr Rodney Smith – Highfield Development Allotments 
Concern was raised regarding the time the Grounds Team spends cultivating plots prior to new 
tenants taking them on. It was suggested that the office consider implementing a more efficient 
system to reduce this workload. 

Additionally, Cllr Nikki Ind proposed establishing an allotment association, similar to the one at 
Hampton Street. The Executive Officer (EO) will raise this suggestion with the CEO.  

Cllr Rodney Smith – Market Place Layby 
Over the weekend, it was observed that a trader had positioned their stalls directly in front of the 
benches, obstructing public seating. There was also a significant amount of rubbish left behind. 

Cllr Suzanne Sanderson added that boxes had been left in the middle of the road by the same 
trader. 

The EO will send a letter to the trader reminding them of the terms and conditions of trading in the 
Market Place. 

HEC17. 09/25 Items for inclusion on the October Agenda: 
Colour Friday 
Bath Bridge  
VAS Highways  

HEC18. 09/25 To note the dates and time and date of the next Heritage, Environment and 
Community meeting 7pm Monday 6th October at Tetbury Library – Close Gardens – Tetbury: 
Noted.  

 

Chair……………………………………………………………………                                      Date……………………… 

Meeting ended 845pm 


