
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF TETBURY TOWN COUNCIL  
Held in the Council Chamber, Tetbury on Monday 24th February 2020 at 7.00pm  
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PRESENT:  
Chairman: Councillor N Ind (Mayor of Tetbury)   
Councillors: Z Baker, S Brown, S Hirst, M Lea, R McCorkell, G O’Connor, K Painter, A Pearce, 
C Pearce, R Smith, A Walsh and M Wood.  
Officers: Town Clerk – Stephen Holley  
Public: Three members of the public, including District Councillor Richard Norris 
 

TC01. 02/20 Apologies for absence:  
Received from Councillor J Taylor.  
  
TC02. 02/20 Declarations of interest:  
(i) Councillor Brown declared an ‘Other’ interest in item 7 as a member of the Dolphins Hall 
Committee.   
(ii) Councillors Ind and Walsh both declared an ‘Other’ interest in item 7 as members of 
the Thirteen (Feoffees).  
(iii) Councillor McCorkell declared an ‘Other’ Interest in item 7 as a member of Tetbury Rail 
Lands Regeneration Trust.  
(iv) Councillor C Pearce declared an ‘Other’ Interest in item 7 as a member of the Tetbury Rail 
Lands Regeneration Trust.  
(v) Councillor Walsh declared an ‘Other’ Interest in item 13 as a Trustee for Tetbury Hospital. 
(vi) Councillors Ind and Hirst both declared an ‘Other’ Interest in item 13 as members of the 
Tetbury Relief in Need charities. 
 
TC03. 02/20 Public Consultation:  
There were no questions or comments from the public. 
 
TC04. 02/20 Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 27th January 2020:  
The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 27th January 2020 were APPROVED as a 
correct record.  Record of Voting: For – 13; Against – 0; Abstentions – 1; Absent/Apologies – 1.  
 
TC05. 02/20 Progress against actions in previous Minutes: 
(i) The Council received a report on progress against actions arising from previous meetings.   
(ii) The Burial Ground Project would be the subject of Confidential Correspondence, later in in 
the meeting. 
 
TC06. 02/20 Reports from the Mayor and the Town Clerk:  
Noted.  
 
TC07. 02/20 Brief updates from Feoffees, Dolphins Hall, Tetbury Rail Lands Regeneration 
Trust, Twinning Committee:  
(i) Feoffees – Notice of a planting event on 28th February in Berkeley Wood. 
(ii) Dolphins Hall – Mrs Patricia Burrell was present and stated that the Committee had no report 
for the present meeting. 
(iii) Tetbury Rail Lands Regeneration Trust – A letter from the Trust Chairman had been 
circulated and was noted.                                          
(iv) Twinning Committee – Mr. McCorkell (as a private member of the Committee) explained that 
it was about to publish a social and event calendar.  Also, the Committee was now working 
occasionally with the twinning associations for Cirencester and for Nailsworth. 
 

TC08. 02/20 Reports from the Council’s Committees and Working Groups:  
(i) Planning Committee – Councillor C Pearce, the Committee Chair, advised of a training 
opportunity being organised for March by Cotswold District Council in its Cirencester offices. 
(ii) Heritage and Regeneration Committee – Councillor Painter, the Committee Chair, provided 
an update on the proposed Comic Workshop event and explained that the Committee was 
interested in drawing up plans for the Burial Ground.   
(iii) VE Day Celebrations Working Group – Councillor Coleman, Chair of the Working Group, 
explained that the Goods Shed and a band had been booked for a dance event. 
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(iv) Youth Committee and Youth Working Group – Councillor A Pearce, Chair of the Youth 
Committee, explained that its members had been working exceptionally hard to bring about a 
series of meetings as part of Children’s Mental Health Week at the start of the month.   They 
had been very well attended and would lead on to some additional sessions.  The Committee 
was still working on the proposed Youth Expo, the date of which would now tie into National 
Volunteer Week from 1st to 7th June 2020.  Councillor Lea, Chair of the Youth Working Group, 
explained that it was working on several practical projects with the town’s youth groups, such as 
a rota to clean Shaun the Sheep on Church Street and litter picking.  He had been told the 
Library could be available as a venue for a Homework Club, but the PCs could only be used 
when a member of staff was present.  The Council AGREED to Councillor McCorkell’s request 
to record the Council’s thanks and respect to all those involved in moving this youth work 
forward.  It was gathering speed and the future looked very bright; there was even some interest 
in creating a new Youth Council. 
(v) Finance and Scrutiny Committee – Councillor McCorkell, the Chair of the Committee, 
explained that business had been somewhat quieter now the Council had approved its Budget 
for 2020/21.  The Operational Review had commenced, with only one area (Open Spaces 
Management) requiring Councillors to volunteer as leads.  The Council AGREED to accept 
Councillors Lea and McCorkell. 
(vi) Highways Working Group – Councillor Ann Pearce, Chair of the Working Group, reported 
that the statutory consultation period for the proposed Traffic Regulation Order had ended, with 
seven comments against and five in support.  All comments would be addressed. 
(vii) Health and Wellbeing Working Group - The Mayor advised that work continued, especially 
regarding elderly care.  The District Council’s Health and Wellbeing Review would add to the list 
of the town’s leisure needs as evidence of what the town was missing. 
(viii) Climate Environmental Working Group – The Mayor advised that the next meeting would 
work on a vision for implementing the recommendations agreed by the Council in July 2019. 
 
TC09. 02/20 Police Report:  
The Council received a report numbering the crimes for the previous month.  The Mayor 
informed the Council that PC Jupp had not yet provided a response to the questions raised the 
previous month.  The Council noted that the total number of crimes had risen from 12 to 22, with 
another spike in the figures; shoplifting incidents had increased from zero to five.  Of greater 
concern was a rape and a sexual assault.   
 
TC10. 02/20 Committee Membership – Accommodating a New Councillor and other 
changes: 
(i) The Council unanimously RESOLVED to suspend Standing Order 7(a) prohibiting the 
reconsideration of Council decisions within six months to allow consideration of this item, which 
had last been considered in September. 
(ii) The Council unanimously RESOLVED to appoint Councillor Taylor to the Planning 
Committee, the Finance and Scrutiny Committee and the Climate Change Working Group. 
(iii) The Council unanimously RESOLVED to appoint Councillor Lea to the Heritage and 
Regeneration Committee. 
(iv) The Council NOTED the vacancies for Council appointed members on the Dolphins 
Recreation Centre Trust.  There were no immediate volunteers, so the Town Clerk was 
authorised to accept offers.  The Council also NOTED the advice of the Gloucestershire Rural 
Community Council that the Council’s appointees should be elected members but felt that this 
need not be the case.  The Council was willing to appoint members from the community so the 
Mayor was requested to draw attention to the vacancies in her next article for the Advertiser.  
The circulated report contained outline briefing information on the status and role of the 
Council’s appointees, with notes on dealing with conflicting interests and the Council’s position 
as Custodian Trustee. 
 
TC11. 02/20 Update on the preparation of the Council’s Action Plan and Business Plan: 
The Council NOTED the initial document prepared by Councillor McCorkell after the first 
Brainstorming Session on 31st October; a ‘Start Stop Continue’ Retrospective.  Officers were 
requested to arrange a second session within the next month. 
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TC12. 02/20 Clerical update on the administration of the 451 Comic Book Initiative: 
The Council was requested to note progress with the 451 Comic Book Initiative, with particular 
reference to use of the Committee Room in the Council Offices.  It was felt that the Council 
could renew its support for the initiative subject to Mr Painter providing an inventory for the 
items displayed and stored in the Committee Room and the Community Hub, in order for the 
Council’s insurer to provide an accurate quote for the premium (approximately £21 for £2,000 of 
cover).  The insurer would also be asked to confirm that the Committee Room could be left 
unlocked, as wished by all concerned.  Subject to receipt of confirmation of all the above being 
done, the Council was willing to pay the insurance premium and delegated authority for its 
payment to the next available meeting of the Finance and Scrutiny Committee or the Heritage 
and Regeneration Committee, whichever was the sooner.  Record of Voting: For – 13, Against – 
0, Abstentions – 1, Absent/Apologies – 1. 
 
TC13. 02/20 Support for St Marys Day Centre: 
The Council was requested to support St Mary’s Day Centre by employing casual staff to cover 
the interim period until it could move to a new permanent arrangement with a major town 
charity, something that was expected to be concluded within a month or two.  The Council 
RESOLVED to authorise the Town Clerk to employ an agency Locum Manager to an initial 
maximum of £1,500.  The funding would come from the £1,500 allocated in the draft Budget for 
2020/21 for legal costs to set up a Charitable Incorporated Organisation, which was no longer 
likely to happen.  Record of Voting: For – 12, Against – 0, Abstentions – 2, Absent/Apologies – 
1. 
 
TC14. 02/20 Correspondence: 
(i) The Dolphins Hall Recreation Centre Trust had written asking the Town Council to agree to a 
change in the Land Registry entry for the Hall and Recreation Ground, to show that the Town 
Council was Custodian Trustee.  The Council’s Solicitor had advised that the proposal was in 
order, although he had not seen a similar entry in the Land Registry before.  He had added that, 
as Custodian Trustee, the Town Council was the legal owner of the property and it was 
therefore correct that it voluntarily registered the property in its name in 2007; he did not believe 
there had been a mistake.  The Council agreed that this was an administrative matter and the 
Trust should be informed that the Council would be happy for the Trust’s conveyancer to apply 
to the Land Registry to have the Town Council’s registered title amended to record that it is the 
Custodian Trustee of the property considered to be within the Trust of Charity No 274956 under 
the Governing Document dated 3rd May 1974, with the Dolphins Recreation Centre Trust 
recorded as the Managing Trustees.    
(ii) A wheelchair-using resident who had recently walked from Mercer Way to Tesco with the 
Mayor and Councillor Hirst to show the problems she experienced on that route had sent a letter 
of thanks for their time and to record the issues raised. 
(iii) Dr Tony Walsh had written to advise that he had attended an accident on the Church Street 
zebra crossing at which a pedestrian had been hit by a car and thrown across the bonnet, 
fortunately with relatively minor injuries only.  He was aware of another incident where a 
pedestrian crossing Long Street had not been seen by a driver.  He felt that both incidents were 
due to poor street lighting.  The letter had been copied to the town’s District and County 
Councillors.  The Council AGREED that lighting appeared to be a problem. 
(iv) The Council was pleased to learn that the National Lottery had awarded £10,000 to Mr Will 
Cook’s proposal for play equipment in the Rail Lands.  In addition, the District Council had 
awarded another £4,500.  
 
TC15. 02/20 Brief Reports from County, District and Town Councillors  
(i) District Councillor Richard Norris had provided a written report and also informed the Council 
that, following a meeting with the District Council’s Cabinet Member for Health, Well-being and 
Public Safety the information on Tetbury’s health and wellbeing needs would be tied into a 
County-wide discussion, the date for which was yet to be arranged.  Councillor Norris also 
advised that residents had complained about waste materials blowing around from Hill’s 
Builders work on the Berrell’s Road development (‘The Whitelands’).  The site manager had 
agreed to install a higher fence and a debris net.  Advised that he wanted to be copied into the 
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circulated of Agendas and Reports and that, when the Town Council wanted to call on District 
Council resources, it helped greatly for them to be backed up by evidence. 
(ii) District Councillor Nikki Ind – Was reminded about the Council’s request to its District 
Councillors for a breakdown of how much of Cotswold District Council’s Budget was spent on 
Tetbury.  Advised that, as a District Councillor, she had awarded £1,000 to Tetfest and another 
£4,000 towards the proposed play equipment adjacent to the Goods Shed.  Advised members 
that the restaurant at Steepleton was arranging a ‘British Pie Night’ and asked for the 
information to go on the Town Council website.  Advised that some residents felt that the town’s 
newer road names did not appear relevant to the town’s history and suggested Alfred Ernest Ind 
VC.  It was AGREED this was a good suggestion that should be passed on to the District 
Council. 
(iii) A few Councillors complained about the District Council’s new arrangements for recycling, 
which they felt were over-complicated. 
(iv) County Councillor Stephen Hirst - Outlined highlights of the County Council’s budget, which 
had previously been circulated by email.  Was requested (a) to find out how much of the 
County’s Budget would be focused on Tetbury and (b) to investigate the plastic inspection caps 
outside Quayles restaurant on Long Street.  Three had been broken within days of installation.  
In response, Councillor Hirst agreed and was able to add that he had spoken with a number of 
residents at the bottom of Long Street about the rusting rainwater drain channels across the 
pavement and had been able to tell them that the Highways Department now regarded these 
channels as a safety issue and it would repair/replace them at no charge to residents.  A couple 
of members felt the £50,000 allocated to bus shelters across the County would be better used to 
subsidise and improve rural bus services.   
(v) District Councillor Stephen Hirst advised that the District Council had awarded (Note: 
subsequently corrected to ‘declined’) £858 to St Marys Playgroup to improve the offer for 
children between 9 months and 2 years in response to the Government's funded childcare offer, 
£1,000 to Tetfest 2020 and another £1,000 to Tetbury Twinning towards the overall costs of 
Twinning between communities.  The District Council had also awarded £4,500 to Mr Will 
Cook’s proposal for play equipment adjacent to the Goods Shed – Officers would report on the 
total collected.  The Council would then need to consider whether it was satisfied with the 
arrangements for future maintenance and repair. 
(vi) Councillor Coleman had spoken with the Church Commissioners Office about use of St 
Saviour’s Church.  The Officer concerned had said the Commissioners would be willing to pass 
the buildiing on to community use.  Councillor McCorkell explained that this had been 
investigated previously and the Commissioners were quite restrictive in what changes they 
would allow to the fabric, so the Council would end up taking on expensive repair liabilities for 
little community benefit. 
(vii) Councillor O’Connor referred to an email from Sir Geoffrey Clifton-Brown MP for the 
Cotswolds about leisure facilities in the town. It was AGREED this should be an Agenda item for 
a future meeting.  Reported having attend an event at the Goods Shed at which a number of 
youth bands had been playing.  The change of music and type of activity was quite refreshing 
and a number of young people had told him they had never been to the Goods Shed before, 
until prompted by this event.  Thanks were due to the Goods Shed and he hoped the event 
could be arranged again.  
(viii) Councillor McCorkell explained that he had opened the Police Museum for three hours on 
the previous Saturday and received a party of Girl Guides as part of their activities to mark the 
organisation's 100th Birthday. 
(ix) Councillor Lea stated that he found it disappointing that some residents of Long Street had 
moved the road cones put out to keep the road clear in preparation for the recent work. 
(x) Councillor Brown referred to an intermittent light in the passageway to the Library adjacent to 
The Close Hotel.  She was advised that this was a security light for The Close, rather than 
public street lighting.  
 

TC16. 02/20 Items for inclusion in future Agendas: 
In addition to the circulated list the following items would be added: (i) Breakdown of Cotswold 
District Council investment in Tetbury (ii) Leisure facilities in the town (in the light of an email 
from Sir Geoffrey Clifton-Brown MP to Councillor Gary O’Connor). 
 



   
 

   
Meeting of the Council held 24th February 2020  Page 44 

TC17. 02/20 Date of the next meeting of the Council  
7pm on 23rd March 2020. 
  

TC18. 02/20 Exclusion of the Public and Press to allow discussion of confidential 
business:  
It was RESOLVED that under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 
1960 the Public and Press be excluded from the Meeting for the following item of business on 
the grounds it involved the likely disclosure of confidential information (as defined in paragraphs 
(1) and (2) of Part I of Schedule 12A to Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 
[Information relating to an individual and Information relating to the financial or business affairs 
of any particular person]), and that the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs 
the public interest in disclosing the information concerned.    
  

Note: the business in the following Minutes (TC19. 02/20 to TC22. 02/20) was considered in 
Closed Session for the reasons agreed in Minute TC18. 02/20, and further detail is recorded in 
the Confidential Minutes only.  
 

TC19. 02/20 Confidential Correspondence: 

 

TC20. 02/20 Grant to St Mary’s Playgroup – Update on review of Terms and Conditions: 
 
TC21. 02/20 Social Media Policy: 
 
TC22. 02/20 Employment Matter: 
 
TC23. 02/20 Preliminary Report - ‘Round Robin’ Working Group: 

 
The meeting closed at 11.00pm  

  
 
 
 

  

Chair ……………………………………….  Dated …………………………………………………  
 


	PRESENT:

